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THE DUCHESS or RUTLANDs 


May it pleaſe 4 your Grace, 


.f A M aware of the 
public 0 pro udice againſt dedicators and 5 


dedications, which are- confidered « as 
h nam front Pieces, arifulh ly defined | 
2 captivate the reader, or 10 elicit | 
the protection if ſme great perſmage- 
of acknowledged tafie and judgment, 


by in orming them, that they FG ſs 


% 


fuch virtues, or abilities as  Particu- 
larly Foal Wy them t Juage of the | 


work. 23-164 | | 
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| | 5 ; G eint ' 
1 Ir is cruel to term an appeal of 
. this nature flattery; and no leſs pres 


5 ſumptuous to cbuſe a gpatroneſs, withe 
out aſſigning a reafon. 


My cbigf object in this undertaking 
5 is the inculcation of virtue, for the 
* promotion of which, I have not fo im- 
_ mediately had recourſe to nature 
for a model, as ta experience and 
KM fancy, for finiſhed characters; in 
| which plan, if I have erred, I can 


only plead the practice of a certain 
. limner, who, having generally mif. 
43 carried in imitatrue attempts, had re- 
oy? > 


cour ſe 


portrait, looked out for us likeneſs 
among the living beauties of the 
circle. 


J do not preſume to rank myſelf 
with delincators of any claſs; but 
Saving, by the Belp of imagination 
and a well directed zeal, produced a 
figure, fuch as nature ſhould be, na- 
ternal fondneſs led me to wiſh 0 
ex Hence. 4 therefore humb} ly ſeek in 
your grace protection, that Prame. 
thean Hurt by wwhich alone it can ke 


animated. 


courſe to. imagination and profeſſional N 
eil; and ben he had finiſoed"a 


1 
ö 


L J 
animated. But if T dove fatter my" 
Ft, that your gr ace would tacithy", 
adnit a femblance with my heroine © 
in any firiking feature, I ſhould not 
deſpair of its immortality. 1 have 5 
* honour zo te, 


5 | Pot greets my eden, 69 

i , . 
| Ao feen, | 
ET {i AUTHOR... 
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© On the following Wark, | 
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Mavan, 
24 vas T nave peruſed your 
Manuſcript with attention and -plea- 
ſure ; and, according to your deſire, 
ſend you my candid opinion of it, 
Tg Story is mee and well 
imagined, g 
The Incidents pleaſing and natural. 
The Diction eaſy, and even elegant. 


On 


% On the whole, 1 think this work far 
1 ſuperior to the general run of Novels, 


and that. it merits a place among our 
. beſt written pieces of fancy. 


3 Wiſhing it all poſſible ſucceſs i in the 
—_— portion, I remain 
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LETTER I. 


sm CHARLES -MIDDLETON. ro FRANCIS , 
en _ 8 


1 A'S acviliſh” un- 

bh, Frank, that vou did not 
inform me two days ſooner of your 
intention of coming to- Londot ; F 
ſhould certainly: in ſuch eaſe W | 
poſtponed my Journey hither, ber 5 
being here, my preſence is indi- 75 
penſible. 1 ſee you ſtare at this i 

VOL, I. B aſſertion ; - 
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aſſertion; and as I know you hate 
an immoderate fthare of curioſity, 
I will even gratify it by ſending 
you the particulars of a ſtory, on 
which I graund my refolution of 
Continuing here. Some time ago 
1 my ſervant James received a letter 
* from his wife, ho attends on Lady 
Gertrude; amongſt other things, 
ſhe informs him, they have lately 
acquired an addition to their family. 
A poſt-chaiſe drove to the door, in 
which were two ladies, who, en- 
quiring for Lady Gertrude, were 
ew into the parlour, Her lady- 
ſhip was at this time in her dreſſing 
room, and when the ſervant deli- 
vered her the meſſage, the appeared 
in great agitation, and defired 
Moran to leave her: ſoon after 
ſhe was heard going down ſtairs. 
wan The 
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The chaiſe waited near two hours, 
when the eldeſt of the ladies ſet off 
in it, the other remained with Lady 
Gertrude. They ſeemed perfectly 
pleaſed with each other for ſeveral 
days. But one day, after dinner, 
Moran met Miſs Julia (the young 
lady mentioned), whom ſhe de- 
ſeribed to be the fineſt creature ſhe 
ever ſaw, going up ſtairs weeping; 
and ſhe has never made her ap- 
pearance ſince. Her lady too ſeems 
buried in the deepeſt melancholy ; 
the thinks all this very extraordi- 
nary, but adds, Whilſt we hold 
good places, it is not for us to ins 
ſpe& into the behaviour of out 
betters, be it ever ſo myſterious”. 
When James had read the letter, 
he began, by way of preface, to 
apologiſe for the liberty his wife 
N B 2 bad 


— 
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had taken in ſpeaking of the tranſ- 


4 ctions of the family. I was aſto- 
niſhed at the fellow's preamble, 
7 and deſired him to ſpeak intelligibly. 
H He laid the letter on the table, and 
retired. I haſtily ſnatched up this 
Ietter, opened it, and read the fore- 
„going particulars, which, as you 
| * may imagine, amazed me not a 


little. The young lady being de- 
ſcribed ſo beautiful, raiſed my 
curiofity-; and Lady Gertrude's 

melancholy I knew not how to ac- 
count for. As I had not ſeen her 
ladyſhip for a'long time, I reſolved 
to pay her a viſit, and accordingly 
ſet off for Abbyville-next morning, 
and arrived there at three o'clock 
the following day. I was received 
by Lady Gertrude, with viſible 
marks of ſurpriſe: her ſalutation 
| | was, 
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was—Bleſs me, Sir Charles, this is 
a moſt unthought of viſit —1 hope 
Jam not leſs welcome for coming 
unexpectedly, my lady.— I ſhall 
not be ſurpriſed to hear of a pro- 
digy, anſwered ſhe ; for what, but 
a total revolution. in the ftate of 
things, could drive you ſo many 
miles from the metropolis at this 
gay ſeaſon, to the habitation. of 
your wife ?—Your ladyſhip does 
yourſelf injuſtice, replied I, if you 
imagine any thing but the deſire of 
ſeeing you, after ſo long an abſence, 
brought me hither: believe me, 
there is no dearth of amuſements 
in London; it is at preſent in full 
poſſeſſion of all thoſe charms you 
uſed to admire it for. This ſpeech 

delivered in a friendly accent, had 
che deſired effect. Her face, by 

940 1 degrees, 
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degrees, cleared from the gloom 
which overſpread it on my firſt 
entrance. Dinner was ſerved, and 
by the time it was over ſhe ap- 
peared in perfect good humour, 
Tho' I bridled my impatience, I 
own I felt ſome at the fair cauſe of 
my journey not appearing at dinner: 
I feared ſhe was removed, but 
Judging it would be bad policy to 
aſk any queſtions, | I reſolved to 
wait a few days, to try what chance 
would do towards gratifying my 
curiofity, Lady Gertrude diſ- 
patched a card to a neighbouring 
family, with a-requeſt, that if they 
were diſengaged, they would favour 
her with their company to tea. | 
walked into the garden, and could 
have amuſed myſelf. with admiring }. 
the various beauties it afforded, were 
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not my mind otherwiſe employed. 
I examined every window in view, 
but to no effect; I could not get a 
glance of what I ſo much deſired to 
ſee. I continucd walking near two 
hours, and then returned to the 
houſe. On my entrance I was in- 
troduced to two, Mr. Darcy's fa- 
ther and ſon. The former, I found 
by his converſation, during the 
courſe of the evening, to be a man 
of ſenſe and learning; the ſon. is 
a very fine young fellow, about 
twenty, and tho' he does not want 
ſenſe, has a great daſh of the cox- 
comb in his manner. n 


The ladies Arkvel ſoon aſter ac- 
companied by a Mr. Brownlow, an 
admirer of one of the Miſs Darcys. 
There are three of them, all fine 

women, 
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women, particularly the ſecond, 
whoſe aſpect is languiſhingly ſweet, 
and whoſe finely arched brow is 
clouded with a melancholy, which 
renders her appearance extremely 
intereſting ; her whole air and de- 
portment 1s, indeed, highly engag- 
ing, and her intellectual accom- 
pliſhments are ſuch, that they cap- 
tivate the heart, before it can guard 
againſt their force. The other two, 
tho? very pleaſing in their manner, 
fell infinitely ſhort of their charm- 
ing ſiſter. The eldeſt, I perceive, is 
an intolerable coquette, by her 
manner of treating Brownlow, 1 
imagined they had quarrelled be- 
fore. they came out, for ſhe paid 
not the leaſt attention to his aſſi- 
duities the whole evening. The 
gentlemen engaged me to go on a 
ſhooting 
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ſhooting party next morning ; but 
it is needleſs to give you a detail, 
In ſhort, I paſſed three weeks with- 
out being nearer the point I wiſhed 
to attain, than I was the firſt mo- 
ment of my arrival. 1 grew weary 
at laſt of a conſtant repetition of 
the ſame ſcene, - and reſolved on 
leaving the country in a few days. 
In the interval Lady Gertrude and 
I were invited to dine at Sir John 
Blake's, whoſe ſeat is near two 
miles diftant from Abbyville. This 
was a favourable opportunity; 3 1. 
thought if I could get her ladyſhip. 
"to go before me, it might-be a 
means of gratifying my curioſity. 
Finding that impoſſible, I requeſt-- 
ed ſhe would dreſs early, as I withed 
to ſee Sir John's demeſnes before 
dinner. She complied with my. 
Et, ve B 5 requeſt, 


requeſt, and the chariot drove to 
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the door at three o'clock... When 
we were about half a mile diſtaut 
from the houſe, I ſeemed to recol- 
lect ſomething, - and putting my 
head out of the carriage, called 
Thomas.—James rode up.—It is 
Thomas I want.—He is not here, 
pleaſe your honour, he defired Ro- 
bert to ride in his ſtead ; he ſaid he 
had letters to leave at the poſt- 
office. I turned to my lady, and 
told her J muſt alight ; that I for- 
got to ſeal one of the letters, and 
as it was on buſineſs of conſequence, 
it muſt be forwarded that night. 
I accordingly ſtepped out, and tak- 
ing Robert's horſe, defired him ta 
follow. When J arrived, I tied my 
horſe to the outward gate, and 
entered the houſe unperceived, I 
J 8 8 walked 
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walked ſoftly up ſtairs, and qudging 
that if the young lady were in che 


houſe, it was not on the ſame floor : 


of my apartments, I aſcended', a 

ſtory higher, and liſtened ar every. 
door, but found all ſilent as death; 
I then turned to go down, ſtairs, 
imagining the bird was flown, when 
I heard a deep figh ; I turned the 
bolt of the door, and walked into. 
the middle of the room, but could 


perceive no perſon. I ſtood a mo- 


ment; it mult have proceeded 
from ſome other 
I, and was proc g towards the 
door, when I Heard another ſighs 
accompanied by. an exclamation of 
My Godf teach me to ſubmit pa- 
tiently tothy will! Iturned round, 


for the voice came from behind, 


when a young lady adyanced from 


a cloſet 


tment, thought 
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2 cloſet T had not before thought 
of. Her eyes were bent on the 
ground, but quickly raiſing them, 
and ſeeing me, ſhe ſcreamed, ' and 
reeled toward the window, as if 
near fainting. I flew to ſupport. 
her, and intreated her pardon for 
interrupting her, but aſſured her 
I did not mean to ſurpriſe her. 
Were you ſent hither by 
Lady Gertrude, fir ?—I was not, 
madam ; ſhe is not in the houſe, 
and is ignorant of my knowledge 
of your being hes; I came to offer 
you my aſſiſtan if you are de- 
tained here againſt your will, I'll 
endeavour to effect your eſcape, you 
may ſafely truſt me, I am a man 


of honour.—I believe you, fir, faid - 
| the, but you can be of no ſervice 
to me, I want not to eſcape. Alas} 

— whither 
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whither ſhould I go? have n 
friend nor refuge in the world ; - 
thoſe from whom J ſhould expect 
tendernefs are as unfeeling as rocks, 
and act as the worſt of eneinies: 
but, continued ſhe, raiſing her eyes, 
which were ſwimming in tears, 
bleſfed be the hand that afflicts me. 
I was greatly affected by her grief. 
Be compoſed, dear madam, ſaid I, 
and let me know how it will be in 
my power to ſerve you. —By never. 
letting any knowledge of me eſtape 
from your lips, replied ſhe ; if you 
do, you will heap heavier afflictions 
on me than I alread yſuffer—You 
may command my filence, madam, 
anſwered I ; but I ſhall be exceed- 
mgly unhappy at being deprived of 
the pleaſure of alleviating ſome part 
of 8 uneaſineſs. If Lady Ger- 

| trude 
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ttrude can be of any ſervice to you, 
5 I will endeavour to prevail on her 
to exert her influence in your be- 
half, over thoſe friends you are ali- 
| enated from. She made no anſwer 
but by her tears. Perhaps you have 
been misrepreſented to her, ſaid I; 
if you will not let me into the cauſe 
of your diſtreſs, write to her. —It 
is an additional aggravation of my 
diſtreſs, fir, ſaid ſhe, interrupting 
me, to ſee you ſo much concerned 
about a wretch whoſe woes will 
admit of no alleviation. I am truly 
ſorry, madam," I can be of no ſer- 
vice to you.—l thank you ſincerely, 
fir, and heaven will ſurely reward 
vou for your humanity ; but on my 
knees I entreat, you will never at- 
tempt ſeeing me again, As you 
are a viſiter here, pity might in- 
duce 


* 
THE 1 00 8 K. 23 = 

duce you to ſee me, which, if dif” 
covered, would be my utter ruin. _. 

to make any attempt to ſee you 

againſt your inclination; and muſt 

alſo inform you that I am not a vi: 

Kter, but the maſter of this houſe, 

which I ſhould be happy in renders 

ing agreeable to you, if you would - 

permit me. She looked earneſtij in 

my face while I pronounced theſe 

words, I thought I ſaw horror riſe 

in her countenance; the covered .. 

her face with her hands, as if to 

hide me from her ſight, and N 

claimed, Oh ! leave me, leave me! 

I depend on your promiſe. She 

then went into her cloſet, e 2 

bolted i it on ag halle. F 


; 


1 why 
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I was ſtruck with amazement at 
the oddity of her behaviour, and it 
was ſome time before I recovered 
from the ſurprife which her laſt ac- 
tion threw me into. I'went. down 
ſtairs, and finding Robert waiting, 
gave hima letter which J had reſerved 
for that purpoſe, ordering him to 
leave it at the office, and then ſet 
off for Sir John's. I arrived ſome 
time before dinner. There was a 
large party, amongſt whom were 
the Darcy s: all the young people 
were in high ſpirits. As I was not 
àn a humour to partake of their 
itt 15 = mirth, I attached myſelf the whole 
_ evening to Emily, who was the 
moſt rational being in the groop, 
and honoured me with more of her 
converſation that evening than ſhe 
had ever done before, and couvinced 
me 


THE AECLUSE. 25 
me that her mind was as amiable _ 
as her outſide was fair. It was 
late when we broke up; and 
Lady Gertrude. and I did not 
exchange a word during our ride 
homewards; we met not until! 
dinner next day. I had been walk- * =_ 
ing all the morning, and muſing on 
the laſt night's adventure. That 
the young lady was in the power 
of Lady Gertrude 1 could plainly _ 1 
perceive; but how it happened 1 
ſhe was fo, I could by no means 29 £ 
make out, her ladyſhip never bay⸗ * 
ing troubled me with any of her 3 
private, or family tranſactions; but 
there was ſomething in this affair 
which 1 thought I ſhould be made 
agquinted with; but the promiſe 1 
had given the young lady prevented 
me from making enquiries. After 
e Lady Gertrude obſerving 1 
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\ kept ſilence, faid ſhe feared I had loſt 
my heart fince my arrival at Abby- 
ville. I have obſerved, continued 
ſhe, your extreme abſence of mind 
lately.— Love is not the cauſe of 
my mental abſence, my lady.—E 
tid not imagine any thing could 
affect the ſpirits of a fine gentleman, 
anfwered ſhe, with a ſatirical ſmile, 
but the foft pafſion.—There are 
many things that can affect the 
ſpirits of a man of feeling, I ob- 
ſerved: compaſſion for the miſery 
of others for the fate of ſuch per- 
ſons as undeſervedly ſuffer by the 
wrong judgment or caprice of thoſe 
who have it in their power to in- 
ſure their happineſs or miſery. She 
changed colour at this remark, but 
preſently anſwered, Solitude don't 
agree with you, Sir Charles; it has 
2 2 ſpread 


I 5 * 
| 
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fpread a gloom over your mind, and 
every fooliſh tale of diſtreſs you 
hear, is magnified by your reftec+ 
tions; I ſuppoſe Emely Darcy has 
made you her confidant, and en- 
larged on the cruelty of her parents, 
who will not conſent to her marry- 
ing a fellow whom nobody knows, 
and is at beſt but an adventurer. 
You are wrong in your conjecture, 
madam ; Miſs Emily has not done 
me the honour you imagine; and 
I have too great an opinion of her 
prudence, to think ſhe would ary 
raign the conduct of her parents, in 
an affair which ſhews how highly 
they eſtimate het merit. Shemale 
no anſwer to this, and ſeemed by 
pay manner not to give attention to 
Il went up to my ſtudy, and 
continuing there ſome. time, came 
| down n 


more fo than ſhe really was. I pi- 
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down in a worſe humour than I 
had been in for many months. On 
my entering tlie parlour,- I met 
Moran coming out in ſome cynſuſion 
and obſerved that my lady had been 
in a great rage by the Mammution in 
her countenance. She traverſed the 
room in great diſorder: E would 
have renewed the converſation woe 
had dropped, but ſeeing her ſo ex- 
tremely agitated; judged it would 
be a wrong time, as I doubted not 
that what F had already ſaid had 
produced the effects I was: a- wit-- 
neſs to. I took up a:book that lay 
in the window, and amuſed my- 
ſelf with it until tea was ready. 
My lady was by this time more 
eompoſed, and ſtrove to appear 


* her, I knew not why, and for- 


— 


* 7 f . | 


cauſe her uneaſineſs. She retired 
early, complaining of aviolent head- 
ach. She continued indiſpoſed next 
day, but kept writing all the morn- 
ing; towards evening ſhe grew ſo 
extremely ill, that I ſent for a phy- 
ſician. On his arrival he pro- 
nounced her in a high fever, and 
expreſſed ſome fear for her life. 
In her raving fits ſhe would call 
inceſſantly on my name, and charge . 
me to do juſtice to Julia. »- 


bore to ſay any thing that might 
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LETTER 11. 
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ON che . Jay of 


her illneſs, Lady Gertrude reco- 
yered her ſenſes, and afked ' how 


long {ſhe had been ill, and if I 
were fill 3 in the houſe. On being 
fold 1 was, ſhe deſired to ſpeak 
"with me. 1 immediately obeyed 
- the ſummons, and went to her 

bedſide ; ſhe waved her hands for 
her attendants to retire. When 
we were alone—I have requeſted 
your company, Sir Charles, to 
thank you for the attention you 
paid me during my illneſs ; an at- 
tention I by no means deſerved. 
I often ſaw you in the room, &ur- 


ing 


nE xAxcLUSE of 
ing the firſt four days, with a com- 
paſſion in your coutrtenance 1 had 
no reaſon to expect from you; 
Perhaps you are already acquaintd 
with the principal thing which this | 
paper contains (taking a ſealed pac-' - 
ket from her pillow). You'll pity, i 
the wretch whom you muſt deſpiſe, 
when you have peruſed it, which 1 
muſt not be till I ſhall be releaſ © 
from this world of miſery, and ; 
gone to that unchangable ſtate, that Sz 
juſt tribunal, where I muſt account v7 
for my innumerable offences. © + : 
charge you fulfil the requeſt I make 
an this paper, and may no action of 1 
your life ſudject you to the excru i. 
ciating pangs of a guilty conſcience. UV 


* 


145 


R 
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Here 
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Here ſhe ceaſed ſpeaking, and 
held out the paper. I took it, and 
aflured her there was no requeſt of 
hers within my power that I would 
not fully comply with ; requeſted 


| ſhe would compoſe herſelf, and as 
her diſorder had taken a favourable 


turn, ſhe might live to attone for 
thoſe offences that dwelt ſo ſtrong 


on Her mind. In anſwer to me ſhe 


obſerved, that ſhe well knew it 
would be impoſſible ſhe could long 
ſurvive ; that ſhe had been borne 
down with afflictions for ſome 
time ; that my arrival at Abbyville 
had made her partake of amuſe- 
ments that were foreign to her 
heart ; but ſhe ſtrove to keep up 
the appearance of content, whilſt 
her ſoul was wrecked with anguiſh. 
The tide has at laſt overwhelmed 


me, 
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me, continued ſhe, and I reſign 
myſelf to the all-juſt and all- mer- 
ciful being, who diſpoſes of us as 
he ſees beſt. She then ſaid ſhe 
would endeavour to get a little reſt, 
as ſhe had a conflict to go thro' ſhe 
had not ſpirits then to ſupport. 
On this I retired, and muſt here 
ceaſe from writing more, it being 
near two o'clock in the morning; 
in my next I will give you ſome 
farther particulars; till then, adieu. 
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LETTER 111. 


IN CONT [NUATION, 


IN N FDA hours: after, 
as I ſat muſing on what had paſſed, I 
heard a voilent ſcream, and flew to 
the place from whence it proceeded, 
which was Lady Gertrude's apart- 
ment, and found her attendants 
 endeavouring to recover Julia from 
a fainting fir. It was not long be- 
fore they ſucceded ; but ſoon after 
| I entered, on ſeeing me, ſhe cloſed 
her eyes again. Finding my pre- 
ſence was difagreeable, I turned to 
leave the room, when Lady Ger- 
trude, who was. fitting up, ſup- 
ported. by pillows,” called to me.— 
Do not go, Sir Charles, ſaid ſhe, this 
.1s 
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is the young lady. I ſolicited your 
protection for. Come hither, Julia, 
look not ſo diſtantly on Sir Charles ; 
he never injured you intentionally 
it is I only you have to blame for 
your unmerited ſufferings; put eon- 
fidence in_him, he will net prove _ 
unworthy of it. The young lady 

made no anſwer but by her tears.— 
Do not imbitter my laſt moments, 
my dear Julia, by this exceſs of 
affliction; you can feel no loſs of 
me, as I never acted in the capa- 
city I ſhould have done by you. 
By my will I have left you the free 
diſpoſal of a large fortune, as the 
only compenſation in my power, 
for my paſt conduct towards you; 
J hope it will be in ſome part the 
means of procuring you happineſs. 
—Oh!:madam, ſaid Julia, riſing and 

v7 0 throwing 
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throwing herſelf on her knees by 
the bedſide, do not ſpeak to me of 
ſufferings, I never was unhappy; 
this I account the bittereſt moment 
of my life; all other misfortunes 
were ideal compared to this ſevere 
one of loſing you at the very mo- 
ment -I found you every thing that 
was amiable——the-tendereſt, the 
| beſt of friends: it is too much to 
fupport, (letting her head fall on 
the bed, and giving free vent to 
her tears and ſobs, which almoſt 
rent her boſom) I thank thee, my 


Sod, exclaimed Lady Gertrude, 


raiſing her hands, it is, fit I ſhould 
bear the full weight. Julia aroſe, 
and drying her eyes with. her hand- 
kerchief.— Pardon me, madam, for 
adding to the pangs you ſuffer ; I 
will ſtifle this ſorrow ; permit me 
| | | to 
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to attend you while it pleaſes God 
to let you remain here; I will no 
more diſturb you with this unavail- 
ing affliction. She then turned to 
me—Can you, fir, pardon the ef- 
fects of a prejudice I had conceived 
againſt you? I am now / convinced 
how unjuſtly.—No apology is ne- 
ceſſary, dear madam ; you muſt have 
cauſe to think of me tomy diſad- 
vantage; as that is I hope removed, 
I ſhall be proud of your future good 
opinion. Lady Gertrude ſeemed 
pleaſed at- what 1 faid ; ſhe ſaid ſne 
wiſhed to get a little reſt; I left 
the room, ſaying I would walk 
over to Mr. Darcy's, and hoped to - 
find her better on my return,—Yes, 
I-truſt I ſhall be better ſhortly, 
anſwered ſhe; God bleſs you. I 
went to Darcy's, but found no one 
ee | at 
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at home, except young Darcy and 
his eldeſt ſiſter. They both ral- 


lied me moſt unmercifully on the 


dolefulneſs of my looks. Maſs 
Darcy aſked me, laughing, if her 
ladyſhip had laid reſtrictions on 
me not to marry again. This 


queſtion would have been anſwered 


in a manner no way pleafing to 
the lady, had not the entrance of 
her mother and ſiſter Emily put a 
ſtop to the converſation. They 


| both enquired for Lady Gertrude 


the latter made me ſome compli- 
ments on my humanity, for con- 
fining myſelf to a fick houſe. I 


'{faid I. did not deſerve her enco- 


miums ; that it was what every 
man of feeling would do iu my 
ſituation. —Oh, cried Miſs Darcy, 
now you grow quite ſerious, and 

con- 
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conſequently quite ſtupid ; but in- 
deed Emily makes every one fo with 

her dull remarks. —You wrong 
your fiſter, madam, ſaid I ; her 
remarks do equal juſtice to her 
head and heart. —O | certainly, for 
ſhe praiſed you. Young Darcy, 
whoſe favorite Emily is, ſaid ſoftly, 
Huſh !. huſh ! Bell, don't be en- 
vious. She darted a look at him 
highly expreſſive of .. reſentment, 
and flung out of the room. I took 
my leave ſoon after, and returned 
home. On my arrival at my own 
houſe, I enqured for Lady Ger- 
trude, and was told ſhe was aſleep. 


1 ſent up my compliments to Miſs  - 


Julia, requſting her company to 
dinner. She deſired to be excuſed, 
as the doctor gave his opinion, that 
when her ladyſhi p awoke, | ſhe 

| C4 would 
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would not lire half an hour, and 
ſhe could not think of leaving her 
apartment until ſhe performed the 
laſt ſad office. Lady Gertrude ſlept 
near four hours, and on her awakeing 
deſired to ſee me. When I came 
into her room, Julia was ſupport- 
ing ber in her arms. I wiſhed to 
ſce you once more, Sir Charles, 
ſaid ſhe, holding out her hand, 
which I took in mine; you will be 
ſhortly releaſed from an engage- 
ment, which muſt have been irk- 
ſome to you; I intreat your pardon 
for robbing. you of thoſe years of 
happineſs you might have enjoyed 
with a more deſerving woman; but 
I truſt it is not too late; there are 
many years of joy and happineſs ' 
before you, when I ſhall no more 
be remembered. I have no doubt 

| . 
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but the woman of your choice will. 
be a worthy one; and I make it a 
requeſt, whenever that happens, 
that Julia may find a friend and pro- 
tectreſs in her; her own merit will 
enſure her regard when once known 
to her. For your part, my dear, 
turning to Julia, I defire you will be 
guided by Sit Charles; I am con- 
fident he will intereſt himſelf in 
whatever is conducive to your hap- 
pineſs. Think on my faults with- 
out reſentment ; and let. my ſtory 
be a warning to you not to let a 
falſe pride tyranniſe over any noble 
or tender paſſion. I hope the bitter 
remorſe I have long felt for my fol- 
lies, has made my peace with hea> 
ven : I have an humble confidence 
in the Father of Mercy. 


Cs Alter 
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c After theſe words, faintly ejacu- 


lated, ſhe held up her hands for 


ſome time, and employed herſelf 
in ſilent prayer; then laying her 
head on the pillow, and faintly 
breathing a laſt ſigh, ſhe recom- 
mended her ſoul to her all-gracious 
Creator, and expired in peace. 
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LETTER IV. 
IN CONTINUATION. 


JuLIA, whoſe ſpirits were 
weakened by the acuteneſs of her 
feelings, ſunk at this ſad moment 
into a fainting fit, and for ſome 
time appeared lifeleſs ; we tried all 
means to recover her, and at length 
ſucceeded. On her recovery, I pre- 
vailed on her to quit the diſmal 
ſcene, and by degrees ſhe recovered 
ſome compoſure, but requeſted 1 
would permit her to paſs the even- 
ing alone. I acquieſced, and ſhe 
retired to her apartment. 


The ſad ſcene I had been wit- 
els to, not only affected, but per- 
fectlyx 
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fectly grieved me; for tho' the dit. | 
parity of Lady Gertrude's and my 
years prevented me from entertain- 
ing a violent paſſion for her, I al- 
ways held her in the ligheſt eſ - 
teem; and ſhe commanded all my 
gratitude, as J judged her ſole mo- 
tive for marrying me, was to pre- 
vent my being far more diſagree- 
ably matched, which would have 

been the caſe, had I married Lord 
I. s daughter, the lady deſigned 
for me by my father, whoſe com- 
mands I dare not diſpute on pain of 
being diſinherited. A brief recital 
of the ſtory may not be amiſs, my 
dear Frank. 


When 1 returned to England 
from the tour of Europe, it was 
with no other thought but being 
5 deſtined 


* 
_—_ . 
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deſtined to perpetual miſery with a 
woman I could not love. Had I 
five hundred a year at that time, I 
would not have hefitated a moment 
at rejecting her; but ſituated as I 
was, you may gueſs I had no alter- 
native. You can form no idea of 9 
my ſurpriſe at being told on my ar- | 
rival, that I muſt prepare to viſit 
Lady Gertrude Leſby, as ſhe was 
the lady I was ſhortly to be united 
to. My heart bounded with joy at 
the mention of her name; I aſked 
my father, in amazement, if he 
was ſerious. He aſſured me he was, 
and that every matter relative to 
our intended union was agreed 
vpon. I ſcarce. believed myſelf 
awake, ſo overjoyed was I at this 
intelligence; for tho? I had never 
ſeen Lady Gertrude, 1 had heard 
_ ſome 
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ſome years before of her being a 
great beauty, poſſeſſed of a large 
fortune, and of her having refuſed 
ſome of the greateſt matches in the 
kingdom. To be diftinguiſbed by 
her, flattered my vanity, and I cer- 
tainly looked upon her as an angel 
of light, when compared to my 
former deſtined helpmate. I paid 
her ladyſhip a vifit next day after 
my arrival. She was a fine woman, 
but ſome years older than I before 
imagined her to be. She received 
me with an air of dignity and po- 
liteneſs, and ſeemed perfectly at 
eaſe, I was, on the contrary, 
greatly embarraſſed ; I knew not 
how to addreſs a woman on the 
ſubje& of love very near old enough 
to be my mother. She, however, 
quickly relealed me from my em- 

1 barraſſment, 
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barraſſment, by entering with 
much facility and force on diffe- 
rent topics of converfation. In 
ſhort, we were married ſoon after- 
wards; but during the performance 
of the ceremony, her ladyſhip un- 
derwent voilent agitation: being, 
however, at that time miſtreſs of 
her paſſions, ſhe collected her ſpi- 
rits, and appeared the remainder of 
the day in perfe& compoſure. At 
night when I retired; I was a good 
dxal ſurpriſed at receiving a note, 

giving me to underſtand, that I 
muſt diſpenſe with the company of 
my bride. 1 Judged it to be ſome 
ſudden caprice, and reſolved to take 
no notice. In the morning I was 
met by a Miſs Manly, an intimate 
friend of my lady's, who informed 
me, that her friend deſigned to 
live with me on no other terms 
| than 
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than our keeping - ſeparate apart- 
ments ;. as ſhe had no motive in 
marrying me, but to prevent a 
match which I had expreſſed the 
ſtrongeſt repugnance to, ſhe ex- 
peed me to kcquieſce in her pro- 
poſal. I was going to remonſtrate 
on this matter, but was told I had 
no buſineſs to expoſtulate, for my 
lady was determined. This meſ- 
ſage was delivered in ſo peremp- 
tory a manner, that it left no room 
for argument; I therefore told 
7 MNiſs Manly, that as her ladyſhip. 
had conſulted my peace of mind? 
by her late act, ſhe ” ſhould not 
find me ungrateful for the favour ; | 
and tho' I could wiſh ſhe had not 
taken ſo extraordinary a reſolution, * 
yet I would leave her perfect miſ- 
treſs 


* 
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treſs of her own conduct relating 
to the preſent matter. 


; „ Her ladyſhip has kept her reſo- 
lution theſe five years. During the 
firſt two we conſtantly reſided in 


one houſe together; at the end of 


that time ſhe went down to Wales, 
and 'has lived either there or at 
Abbyville ever ſince. I loſt no 
time, you may be ſure, my dear 
Frank, in opening the packet ; 
the contents have a good deal ſur- 
priſed me; I deſign in my next 
to tranſcribe them for your peru- 
ſal. I would ſet off for town im- 
mediately, but for the ill ſtate of 
| health Julia is in; ſhe has had a 
ſevere trial, which has greatly af- 
feed her ſpirits, and I cannot 
think of leaving her while their 
| lowneſs 
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lowneſs continues. Miſs Manly, 
Who lives in this neighbourhood, 


is alſo very ill with a nervous com- 
plaint, or I ſhould not fear leaving 
Julia, as ſhe is much in her fa- 


vour, and would take every me- 


thod to diſpel her melancholy, did 
her health permit her. My taper 
warns. me it is time to have done 3 


fo 1 night. 1 


C. MIDDLETON. 


_ 


IN CONTINUATION. . 


As! judge of your im- 1 
patience by what I ſhould feel my 
ſelf on a- ſimilar occaſion, I baſten 8 
to gratify your curioſity. . The 
taſk I have undertaken, I fear, I 5 
ſhall find tedious, You, who W 
know, the indolence of my temper, 
can form a judgment of my wils 
lingneſs. to oblige you, if I trans. 
ſcribe ſo many ſheets for your 
amuſement ; but I am trifling in? \ 
ſtead of informing, Take it then 

in her ladyſhip's own words. 


THE 


* 


- 
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THE HISTORY OF LADY GERTRUDE 

„ 
| TH E encloſed packet 
was defigned only for the pe- 
ruſal of my daughter Julia; but 


I find it impoſſible to keep longer 
concealed what has been a con- 


tinual ſource of miſery to me; 
Your penetrating eye, Sir Charles; 
muſt. have marked my con- 
fuſion - yeſterday, but you know 
not what to attribute it to; you 
think me unjuſt to a young lady in 
_ this houſe, but you can form no 
" idea to what a pitch I have carried 
that injuſtice. The. conſciouſneſs 


of having acted wrong is no atone- 


ment; it is fit I ſhould communi- 
cate at large my enormities to the 
- Jeveral Perſons whom I am ac- 

» countable 


= 
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countable to for -my actions. Sir 


Charles Middleton has a claim to 


my confidence, from the tie that 
unites us, and the uniform gentle- 
neſs of his conduct towards me. 


Take then, ſir, the particulars of 


a life, marked by error in one in- 
ſtance, and rendered miſerable by 
a conduct the reſult of it, 


* LADY GERTRUDE's NARRATIVE. 


MM father, the late Earl of 
M— n, had eleven childten, who 
all died in their infancy, except 
my brother, Lord Leſty, and my- 


ſelf. He was younger than I by 


two years. As there were but two 


ſpared out of ſo large a ſtock, and 
the earl being maſter of an im- 


in 


menſe fortune, we were gratified b 
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in our inſancy with every thing our 
hearts could form. We never ex- 
perienced the ſmalleſt contradiction 
from our parents, and therefore 
would not brook with it from any 
other perſon. Lord Leſby was of 
a gentle, even diſpoſition, and af- 
fable to every creature, He loved 
me exceedingly, and as I had the 
advantage in point of age, I was 
his monitor on every. occaſion ; 
not the ſmalleſt matter would he 
tranſact without my approbation. 
As to myſelf, I was of a quite 
different caſt, being haughty and 
reſerved to my inferiors. This 
pride prevented me from baving. a. 

very numerous acquaintance, and 
I may add, from acquiring ma- 
ny friends; for my equals were 
N at . air of ſuperiority I 


0 aſſumed 


THE: RECLUSE, 38 


aſſumed over them, while thoſe in 

the next rank were mortified at the - 
neglect 1 publickly treated them 
with. There was one young lady 
with whom 1 was extremely inti- 
mate; I cannot ſay I had a friend- 

ſhip for her, as I envied her the 


rank ſhe held above me, ſhe being "if 
eldeſt daughter to the Duke of "SM 
B—— however, we poſſeſſed each ©: 


other's confidence. I was about 
eighteen, and my brother ſixteen, 
when there was a gentleman re- 1 
commended by the duke for my «4 
brother's tutor. Here my pride 
received a ſhock, on being told he 
muſt be treated, in every reſpect, 
as one of the family. I made all 
the objections my invention could 
furniſh me with againſt this fami- 
1 but to no effect. My fa- 
i ther 
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ther, who was willing to humour 


all my whims, promiſed to enquire 
particularly after his family ; if it 
was a good one, he ſhould be ad- 
mitted immediately'; if not, there 
muſt be another ſought for. As 
it was abſolutely neceflary to have 
a perſon in that capacity, he ac- 
cordingly enquired of the duke ſome 
particulars of his family, who in- 
formed him, that Mr. Haſtings, 

the gentleman in queſtion, was 
nephew to the preſent Lord Leſ- 

fington ; that his mother had 

eloped with his father, a gentleman 
of good family, but ſmall fortune, 


at a time when there was a treaty 


of marriage going forward between 


her and Lord George Dr. 


Her brother was ſo irritated againſt 
het for marrying againſt his incli- 


nation * 
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nation, that he would never give 
her any fortune, or be reconciled 
to her. She was therefore obliged 
to relinquiſh her family and noble 
proſpects, and retire into the coun- 


try with the huſband of her choice, 


VOL. I. f D "i E . 
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LETTER W. 


IN COTINUATION. 


e Fon four years ſhe no- 


ver regretted the ſplendor ſhe had 
quitted, ſhe being completely happy, 
tho? not in affluence, At the end 
of that time, it pleaſed heaven to 
deprive her of a.huſband on whom 
her ſoul doated. The violence of 
her grief preyed upon her health, 
and in a ſhort. time proved fatal: 


ſhe ſurvived him but a few months, 
leaving an infant of three years old 


to the care of an uncle (a brother 


of her huſband's) who was ap- 


pointed guardian and ſole executor 
of his fortune. 


His 
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His uncle took him home, and 
as he grew up, ſpared no expence 
on his education. Maſters of all 
kinds were employed, and by the 
time he attained his eighteenth 
year, he poſſeſſed every accom- 
pliſhment requiſite to a gentleman ; 
all that was wanting to render 
him complete, was the taking the 
grand tour. His uncle, in ſhort, 
devoted entirely to the cultivation 
of his mind, ſpent his whole in- 
come. on his education, ſo that 
when he came to age he had no- 
thing to receive. He had, indeed, 
- ſome hopes from Lord Leſſi ington, 
his mother's brother, and deſigned 
to wait on him, which he accord- 
ingly did, accompanied by his un- 
cle Haſtings. His lordſhip, on 
their being introduced, aſked him 
D2. . bluntly” 


— 
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bluntly his buſineſs. His uncle 
anſwered for him, that he came 
1 ſolicit his affection, which, as a 
near relation, he had ſome claim 
to. His lordſhip, who had ſeemed 
to baniſh all kind of parental feel- 
ings, obſerved, that his ſiſter, by 
-allying herſelf to a beggar, had 
forfeited every claim to his af- 
fection- and friendſhip, and he 
would never look on her offspring 
as in any degree related to him. 
The elder Mr. Haſtings, on de- 
livery of this ſpeech, turned; to his 
nephew, (who was almoſt deprived 
the power of utterance, ſuch an 
effect had the foregoing diſcourſe 
on him) © Come, Edmund,” ſaid 
he, * it is not amongſt your noble 
relations you muſt ſeek friendſhip 
or independence: the ſpecimen you 

have 


\ 
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have now received of his lordſhip's 
| benevolence, may teach you what 
to expect in future.“ Thus ſaying, 
he quitted the room, accompanied 
by his nephew, who had not ſpoke 
during the preceding converſation, 
but im going out, made his lordſhip a 
profound bow, accompanied witke 
a look expreflive of ineffable con- 
tempt. His hopes on his lordſhip - 
were now entirely fruſtrated. As: 
his income was inſufficient to pro- 
cure him the means of taking the 
tour, a meaſure he was determined 
on at all events, the impetuoſity 
of youth deſpiſing the ſuggeſtions 
of prudence, he, aided by his un- 
cle, who had more good nature than 
foreſight, mortgaged his eſtate for. 
five thouſand pounds, and with 
this ſum ſet out on his travels. 

D 3 He 
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He continued abroad upwards of 
two. years, and, returned to Eng- 
land, not as our modern Jacky 
Bulls, who pick up the vices and 
follies of every nation they paſs 
thro' and overlook their virtues 
and good-qualities, but a completa 
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LETTER: VII. 


in CONTINUATIO on. 


H E paid diy ite to His 
endo immediately on his arrival, 
who received him affectionately. 
During his ſtay. with him, 
he became acquainted with a 
gentleman of large fortune, who 
/ promiſed to exert: his intereſt to 
procure him a place under go- 
vernment. He ſpoke highly in 
his favour to the Duke of BB 
one day that his. grace dined with 
him ; who, after enquiring par- 
ticularly into his ftory, gave him 
a preſſing invitation to paſs ſome + 
time at his houſe, and aſlure@ _ 
D4 bim 
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him he would procure him a lu- 
erative employment in a ſhort 
time. 


He lived in his grace's family 
near a year, but no place became 
vacant, that his grace thought 
worthy his acceptance. His ſitu- 
ation, from what cauſe I know 
not, at this time became diſagree- 
able to him; he expreſſed a wiſh 
to the duke to become tutor to 
ſome young nobleman. His grace 
_ endeavoured to diſſuade him from 
the reſolution he had formed, as 
- he meant to provide more ad- 

vantageouſly for him; but finding 
him averſe to the means propoſed, 
and that he was determined to 
carry his own reſolution into ef- 
ect, he recommended him to my 
7 8 | father 
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father in ſuch advantageous terms, 
that he was immediately accepted. 


Theſe particulars I learned from 
the earl the day after I made the ob- 
jectious to him. The recital of them 
pleaſed me, for I had often heard 
Lady Frances praiſe the elegant 
Haſtings, who, ſhe ſaid, outſhone, 
both in intellectual and perſonal ac- 
compliſhments, all the young men 
of faſhion about town. Tho' 
theſe encomiums, by | hearing 
them often repeated, were ſuffi- 
cient to raiſe my curioſity, 1 
never felt the {lighteſt deſire to ſee 
him, as the want of rank and 
fortune threw, in my opinion, a 
ſhade over all his good qualities. 

On the day appointed for his 
becoming preceptor to my bro- 
D 5 ther 
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ther, the dyke's family was invited 
to dine with us. I felt unuſually 
uneaſy all that morning, and could 
buy no means account for it. The 
time paſſed ſlowly until they ar- 
_ rived ; but when that moment ap- 
proached, words would be too 
poor to convey to you an idea of 
my feelings, on the duke's ad- 
vancing to my mother, leading a 
young gentleman of a more grace- 
ful and noble preſence than can be 
conceived— This, my lady, is 
Mr. Haſtings, the gentleman who 
. 3s to be honoured with the fſu- 
perintendency of Lord Leſby's edu- 
cation.“ My mother received them 
with a dignified addreſs, and faid 
owe your grace many thanks 
for ſo valuable an acquiſition; for 
8 fuch 1 am ſure this gentleman will 
| þ prove.“ 
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prove.“ He returned her thanks 
for her good opinion, in the moſt 
eaſy, polite terms. The duke then 
led him to me“ Give me leave, 
Lady Gertrude, . to introduce Mr. 
Haſtings ; you'll find him worthy 
your eſteem.” I bowed my head, 
but felt ſo confuſed, I was not able 
to articulate a ſyllable. - My father 
and brother, who had often ſeen 


him before, but had forborn to ſay | 


any thing in-hrs favor, being wil- 
ling he ſhould* make the firſt im- 
preſſions himſelf to his advantage, 
came up and joined in converſation 
with him and the duke. For my 
part, I was rendered incapable of 
ſpeaking by the ſurpriſe his pre- 
ſence threw me into, for he ſur- 
paſſed the moſt flattering idea 1 
could form of him. I walked over 


ws I 
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to the other ſide of the room, 
where T found my mother laviſh- 
ing the moſt extravagant enco- 
miums on him to the ducheſs 
and Lady Frances. I was ſtill 
ſilent; but tho? 1 joined not in his 
praiſe, my heart ſecretly applauded 
every thing that was ſaid 1 in his 
favour. | 


e i 
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LETTER VIII. 


. 


IN corINUATION. 


Ar ER dinner, Lady 
Frances took me by the arm, and 
led me into the garden. When 
we had got a few paces from the 
houſe, ſhe exclaimed, with a ſigh 
 —How bleſt will you be iu the 
ſociety of this charming fellow 
my dear Gertrude; I cannot for- 
bear envying you, for I feel I ſhall 
regret: the loſs of him moſt ſe. 
verely. I turned and looked full 
at her—Surely, faid I, half laugh- 


ing, you are not ſerious. —Too 


much ſo for my peace, anſwered 


ſhe; tho? I had nothing to ex- Th. 
pect, had he even remained with ? 


Us, 


* . 
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us, for he never paid me the 
ſlighteſt attention but what was 
conſiſtent with cold politeneſs ; but 
then I had him daily in view, 
and was conſtantly bleſt with his 
elegant converſation.— And you 
really love him?—Ah ! take care 
that you do not alſo, Gertrude; 
it is almoſt impoſſible to behold 
bim with indifference; would I 
had never ſeen him |—You need 
have no apprehenſions for me, 
Lady Frances, replied I, ſome- 
what piqued ; I did not refuſe ſo 
many men of rank and fortune, 
to reſerve myſelf for one ſo very 
deficient in both theſe particu- 
lars.—Ah ! forgive me, my dear, 
rejoined ſhe haſtily, (ſeeing 1 was 
hurt at the ſuppoſition of liking 
him) I ſcarce know what to fay ; 
| : but 


/ 
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but it is the hope, that you will 
not think ſo favourably of him as 
1 do, encourages me to make this 
confeſſion. I fear it is a diſco- 
very he has made of my fenti- 
ments in his favour, has made 
him ſo anxious to leave our houſe, 
for his ſoul is toa noble to accept 


the hand of a woman on whom 


he .could not place his affections. 
This thought mortifies me ex- 
ceedingly for, indelicate as it 
may ſeem, nothing but the dread 
of a refuſal prevents me from 
making him an offer of my hand 
and fortune. —I confeſs, replied I, 
the man ſeems every thing that is 
capable of inſpiring the ſoft paſ- 
ſion; but ſuppoſing he returned 
your affection, could you hope for 
the duke's conſent to ſuch a pre- 
1 ; Polterous 
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poſterous union My father loves 
me, ſaid ſhe, and I believe would 
not withhold his conſent, where 
the happineſs of life is at ſtake, 
eſpecially as the object is ſo wor- 
thy, and ſo particularly eſteemed by 
him. He might change his opinion 
of him, ſaid I, on finding he had 
gained the affections of his daugh- 
ter. His ideas of happineſs are, 
I dare ſay, different from yours, 
and he will ſcarce think a few 
perſonal ' qualifications an equiva- 
lent for thirty thouſand pounds,— 
Ah, cruel! ſhe exclaimed, why 
will you raiſe more barriers in 
my 1magination ? the doubt of his 
affection is ſufficient to drive me to 
diſtraction, without a thought of 
any other.— Well, well, ſaid I, 
3 her, you ſeem deter» 
mined 
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mined to be fooliſh, therefore I - 
ſhall not attempt to reafon with 
you.—But I muſt intreat your aſ- 
ſiſtance, ſhe replied. The footing 
of intimacy you'll live on with 
him, will give you an opportu- 
nity. of enquiring into the ſtate of 
his heart, a thing I could never do, 
from the conſciouſneſs: of feeling 
too much concerned in the en- 
quity; tho' I fear, added ſhe 
with a ſigh, he has diſcovered 
ſymptoms enough to his advan- 
tage, and has not thought proper - 
to avail himſelf of them.—Then 
you had better think na more of 
him, ſaid I, ſince he ſeems ſo in- 
ſenſible of the honour you do him. 
—] can perceive, from the cool- 
neſs of your reaſoning, replied the, 
that you have never loved, there- 

F; fore 
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fore can have no idea of the con- 


flicts in my breaſt; even pride, 
our ſex's beſt friend in ſuch caſes, 
cannot inſpire me with ſufficient 
eourage to drive him from my 
heart. Hard as the taſk is, I 
would, however, inſtantly ſet about 
it, did 1 not hope, that his in- 


difference proceeded from a prin- 


eiple of honour; and that he 
would not take advantage of the 


partiality of the daughter of his 
benefactor, for in that light he 


conſiders the duke. On this 
thought reſts my only hope; but 
if once convinced of his indiffe- 
rence, or of his affections being 
placed on another, I would give 
him up for ever, and fix on what- 
ever perſon my father thought 
proper for me. I was affected at 

7 her 
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her manner of pronouncing this 
ſpeech, and aſſured her, if I could 
poſſibly ſerve her, without ſeeming 

too much intereſted, the might de- 
pend on me; and that I would cer- 
tainly think of ſome means to 
bring about this intereſting en- 
quiry. She embraced me, weep- 
ing—I know my dear Gertrude 
will be as tender of my fame as 
of her own; I need not bid. you 
act with delicacy; your own pru- 
dence will dictate to you better 
than I can, blinded as I am with 
paſſion 3 but remember the infor- 
mation you can give, muſt form 
the —_— or er of e 

410 10t b . 
We Has: detorned to the c 
res ſpirits _ much low- 


ered 
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ered by the converſation I had 
been engaged in. The duke, my 
father, and Haſtings, were en- 
gaged in a converſation concerning 
the manners of different countries, 
As I was now leſs embarraſſed 
than I had been at his firſt en- 
trance, and he being differently 
engaged, it gave me an opportu- 
nity of examining him with atten- 
tion, without ſeeming to do fo. 
J perceived he poſſeſſed numberleſs 
perfections, amongſt which the 
graces of ſpeech were not the leaſt. 
He delivered his remarks and opi- 
nion in ſuch graceful, eaſy, unaf- 
fected terms, as charmed his hear- 
ers, and added to the eſteem: they 
had already conceived for him. 
The ſtrong partiality Lady Frances 
entertained for him, now no. longer 
12825 — 
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ſurpriſed me; every movement of 
his features, and turn of his voice, 
had ſomething fo inexpreſſibly en- 
gaging in it, as penetrated to the 
ſoul. It was with difficulty ſhe 
hid her contern, as the time 
approached for them to take their 


leave (for we were to go into the 


country next day). I was fearful 
of her expoſing herſelf, and ſtrove 


to keep up her ſpirits; ſhe made 


her adieus, however, better than I 
expected, and relieved me exceed- 
ingly ; for, from the ſample I had 
of her temper in the garden, I 
thought the parting W be aa 
ul. 1 to her. 271104. 
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LETTER, IX: 
IN CONTINUATION. 3 5 


Mx. Haſtings roſe every 
day in the eſteem of all who had 
an opportunity of converſing with 
him; no tongue remained ſilent 'm 
his - praiſe except mine. He-treated 
me with a diſtant politeneſs and 
reſerve, © which ſtung my pride. 
Uſed as I was to compliments and 
flattery, from whatever men I con- 
verſed with, 1 could. not brook, 
with patience,” ſach ſtoical indif- 
ference from a” perſon where at- 
"tention. would be far from diſa- 
greeable. At one time, I inclined 
to think it was want of ſenſibi- 
lity ; but the next moment brought 

2 0 
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to my memory ſome act of his, 
-which convinced me he n | 
Ed ſhare of it. 22 


Some time paſſed over in this 
manner, when I recollected my 
promiſe to Lady Frances, and re- 
folved to throw aſide that haugh- 
tineſs for which 1 was fo diſtin- 
guiſhed, and treat him with the 
freedom of a brother, in order to 
come at this ſecret ſo intereſting to 
my friend. I did not then ima- 
gine ſelf was concerned, and pre- 
eee my reſolution in prac- 
tice. I would frequently inter- 
Foe my brother and him at their 
ſtudies, inſiſt on their aecompany- : 
ing me in a walk, on a viſit, or 
other occaſions. Theſe · civilities 
were always received by him with 
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apparent ſatisfaction; but ſtill he 
kept up that intollerable reſerve, 
which, by degrees, increaſed into a 
melancholy that was ſtrikingly vi- 
ſible. I was much vexed to find 
all my endeavours to bring about 
an intimacy fruitleſs, and at a Joſs 
how to account for -his melan- 
choly, when it ſtruck me that he 
loved Lady Frances, and that his 
abſence from -her produced this 
change in him. A ſuggeſtion of 
this nature rouſed my pride, or 
rather jealouſy, for then it was I 
diſcovered 1 loved him, by the 
conflicting paſſions which alter- 
nately governed me.; but rage and 

diſappointment were predominant. 
1 confidered Lady Frances as a fa- 
voured rival, and as ſuch marked 
her as an object of vengeance, The 
violent 
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violent emotions theſe thoughts 
occaſioned, threw me into a fever, 
which confined me three weeks; 
it was indeed of the raging kind, 
but flow, and preyed gradually on 
my __ ien 


At times 1 deſpiſed myſelf for 
my weakneſs, and reſolved to drive 
Haſtings from my thoughts. Vain 
reſolution! impoſſible to perform— 
again buſy fancy would repreſent 
Lady Frances as the beloved object 
that withheld his affections from 
me: my reſentment would then 
devolve againſt her ten thouſand 
ſchemes would I form, to thwart 
their loves; but quit thoſe ſchemes 
as ſoon as formed. Thus was my 
mind in continual warfare, and my 
corporeal frame partook of my 
VOL. 1. E mental 
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mental uneaſineſs. My, brother 
viſited me three or four times every 
day He often ſpoke. of Haſtings, 
and mentioned the ſorrow. he ex- 
preſſed for my illneſs. It was balm 
to my diſtracted mind to hear he 
expreſſed ſome concern for me, but 
it could not obliterate the idea of 
Lady Frances being the object of 
his love, and conſequently of my 
envy and hatred; and I reſolved 
whenever it was in my power, to 
give bes eee of my reſentment. 


| ee but ſlowly, and had 
not as yet joined the family, when 
I received a letter from Lady Fran- 
ces, filled with enquiries concern- 
ing Haſtings, and lamenting that 
ſhe could not - conquer, her. paſſion 
| for him. It was ſome conſolation 

| to 
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to me tok how ſherwasias miſerable 

as myſelf —— © Thank heaven! 
a exclaimed) if he- loves her the 
knows it not, nor ever: ſhall, if 1 
can prevent it. I feigned myſelf. 


better, as an excuſe to go down; 


for I longed with impatience to be- 
hold the youth who had wrought 
ſuch. a change in my nature as to 
make me unjuſt to my friend; for 
before my mind became infected 
with that fatal paſſion, I did not 
imagine worlds could induce me to 
act the part I was determined to do. 
went down to dinner, led by 
Lord Leſby, who was overjoyed at 


my recovery. We found only Mr. 


Haſtings in the dining room (Lady 


M— not having done. dreſſing). 


He flew to receive me, but ſtopped, 
as if conſcious of acting wrong, and 
E 2 | ad- 
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advanced with a flow ſtep then, 
taking my hand, looking tenderly 


in my face — Pardon, Lady Ger- 


trude, ſaid he, my firſt impulſe. 
The joy of ſeeing you, after being 
ſo long deprived of that happineſs, 
made me for a moment forget the 
reſpect that was due to you. — 
Pſhaw, :pſhaw, cried I, vexed at 
the gravity he aſſumed in addreſſing 
me, lay aſide this ridiculous cere- 


mony; I can't endure it from thoſe 


I eſteem my friends. — And may 1 
flatter myſelf (cried he eagerly, his 
countenance brightening with joy) 
that I am ſo. happy as to be con- 


 fidered in that light ?——Moſt af - 


ſuredly, ſaid I. Encouraged by 
this reply, precipitately delivered 
in a ſoft, but animating tone, he 


. raiſed my hand, which he had not 


quitted, 
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quitted, to his lips Lady Gertrude 
may be anſwered, rejoined he in 
the moſt melting tone, there is no 
perſon on earth more ſincerely 
wiſhes her happineſs than I, or 
is more proud of the appellation 
ſhe has juſt honoured me with, 
which it ſhall be my principal 
ſtudy to deſerve the continuance of. 


I: felt my face glow while he 
was ſpeaking ; my hand trembled 
in his; he perceived my agitation, 
but ſuſpeQed.. not the cauſe, and 
leading me to a chair, . begged my 

forgiveneſs, for letting me ſtand 
ſo long, as he ſaw I was ſtill very 
weak. When I was ſeated,” he 
quitted the room, and left me at 
liberty to colle& my ſpirits, which 
were. much fluttered . by what he 
E 3 faid. 
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faid. In a few minutes he returned 
with Lady M——; ſhe flew to 
embrace me Thank heaven! you 
are reſtored to us, my dear child, 
ſaid ſhe; every brow was clouded 
buy your illneſs; your father knew 
not of your intention 'of coming 
down to-day, or he would have 
put off his engagement. She uſed 
many more expreſſions of affection 
and maternal -tenderneſs. I felt 
a purer pleaſure the remainder of 
that day, than I had ever expe- 
rienced before; I was ſenſible of 
the kindneſs of my parents and 
brother; and the probability of be- 
ing dear to Haſtings, diffuſed a joy 
over my heart it had long been a 
ſtranger to. How bleſt might my 
future life have been, had I conti- 
nued in the ſame frame of mind 
| but 


1 
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but returning health baniſhed the 
delightful ſenſations I then expe- 
rienced, and gave me up a prey to 
paſſions, perhaps too ſtrong for 
reaſon to controul. 


It being my firſt day of coming 
down, my mother intreated me to 
retire early. 1 could not refuſe 
complying, tho' I never felt ſo 
ſtrong an inclination for, ſtaying. 
My brother aroſe to conduct me 
to the door of my apartment. Tn 
paying my compliments, I met 
Haſtings's eyes they looked un- 
utterable ſoftneſs—I could not be 
miſtaken, and my emotions of joy 
can be better imagined than de- 
ſcribed, I paſſed that night quite 
different from my former ones; 
reflecting with pleaſure oh the 
Es. trau(- 
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tranſactions of the day, I fell into 
a repoſe, which can only be en- 
joyed when the heart is perfectly 
at eaſe. When I awoke next 
morning, 1 felt myſelf confiderably 
recovered; and, when dreſſed, paid 
my mother a viſit in her dreſſing- 
room. We went down ſtairs to- 
gether, and found the earl and 
Lord Leſby in the parlour, Mr. 
Haſtings, did not make his ap- 
pearance the whole day. This 
ſurpriſed and alarmed me; yet I 
durſt not make any enquiries con- 
cerning. him; being apprehenſive 
of my brother diſcovering my 
weakneſs, I was cautious and re- 


ſerved baun him. 


The FE TO of Haſtings gave 
me much diſquietude, as it at that 
1 time 
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time afforded me ſtriking proof of 
his indifference. The viſions of 

yeſterday were entirely diſpelled, 
and I fell into my former mood of 
thoughts. As I ſeldom ſaw him 
but in my brother's preſence, I was 
at a loſs how to act. That he: 

loved ſome one I was convinced; 
but how to come at the knowledge 
of the perſon beloved puzzled me 
not a little; for, from the firſt 
day of my coming down, he took. 
no particular notice of me, but 
rather ſhunned me more than uſual; 
which proceeding convinced me, 
that I was not the beloved object. 


Tho“ 1 gained ſtrength daily, 
my ſpirits continued extremely 
low. My father was alarmed, and: 
phyſicians were again called in, 

| E 5 © who 
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who gave their opinions, that it 
was the indiſpaſition I bad lately 
recovered from, and-ordered me to 
Bath to drink the waters. As the 
ſeaſon was now adyancing, pre- 
parations were immediately made 
for our journey. 


One evening previous to our de- 
parture, as my father, Mr. Haſt- 
ings, aud I, were fitting together, 
l the latter appeared extremely dull, 
= - which my father obſerving, turned 
| | to me and faid—I believe Mr. 

Haftings has as much need for the 
Bath as you, Gertrude; for he 

ſeems to the full as low ſpirited. 

To this remark Haſtings anſwered, 

that his low ſpirits were habitual, 
and it was not in the power of 
the Bath to remove them. He 
went 
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weitt out ſoon after, and the earl, as 
was his uſual cuſtom after dinner, 
fell into a doze, upon which 1 
got up, and walked into the gar- 
den. I ſtaid there fome time, and 


was on the point of returning to 


the houfe, when I perceived Mr. 
Haſtings in a diſtant walk. His 
arms were folded, and he appeared 
loſt in thought, He could not fee . 
me without turning round; I re- 
ſolved to come upon him unper- 
ceived, and accordingly crofled the 
walks' that led to him, and came 
quite clofe before he perceived me, 
being entirely abſorbed in medi- 
tation. —Mr. Haſtings, ſaid I, what 
happy fair one engages your at- 
tention? He ſtarted, and turned 
round,. and for ſorne moments 
ſeemed at a loſs what to ſay. 
Va He 
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| He at laſt began to ſtammer out 
ſomething ; but I interrupted him 
 with—Nay, Mr. Haſtings, I don't 
want to know the lady's name, 
for I think I can give a pretty 
clear, gueſs. I turned to go as I 
ſaid this, but he eagerly caught 
hold of my gown—Stop -a mo- 
ment for heaven's ſake, Lady 
Gertrude! cried he; if I have of- 
fended you, I ſhall be miſerable ' 
to the laſt degree believe me it 
was unintentionally ; I meant not 
to have diſcovered my paſſion. —— 
Offended me ! 1 exclaimed ; ſurely 
your paſſion for Lady Frances can- 
not offend me; however, you need 
be under no apprehenſions; I'II 
not diſcover your ſecret.— For 
: Lady Frances! cried he; pardon 
me, madam, for repeating your 

words: ; 


— 
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words; but it amazes me, that 
| you ſhould ſuſpect Lady Frances. 
for being the object of my love.— 
But—be it ſo, added he, after a 
pauſe ; I can—I can ftill conceal 
my preſumption. I'll endeavour — 
I'll ſtrive to conquer my feelings 
—to reſiſt my pay: ack be the * 
ever ſo hard F 
He ſpoke theſe in a broken, in- 
terrupted voice, and turned from 
me. I was amazed at his man- 
ner, but durſt not draw a conclu- 
ſion from it. I felt myſelf grow 
faint, and laid my hand on the 
bough of a tree to ſupport me; 
but, overcome by a variety of 
emotions, was finking on the 
ground, when he turned his head, 
and perceiving my ſituation, caught. 
T me 


04 THE RECLU'SE, 


me in his arms.—What! he ex- 
claimed, has my folly occafioned ! 
Ah! my adorable Lady Gertrude, 
your ſpirits are yet weak, and 
your pity for an ' unhappy man 
has nearly overpowered them. Do 
not let. my ſufferings affect you; 
I would die fooner than cauſe you 
a moment's diſquietude. Pardon 
my indiſcretion ; 1 hoped to have 
concealed my preſumptious love, 
but I fear my actions have too 


_ evinced it 5 


3 this b declareties, 
the only anfwer T was capable of 
making was a ſhower of tears, 
which fell from my eyes in abun- 
dance, ſo powerfully did ſurpriſe 
and j joy operate on me. Haſtings 
now threw himſelf on his knees 
a at 
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at my feet Good God | cried 


he, to what cauſe am 1 to attri- 
bute thoſe precious tears? Dare 1 


hope they flow for my ſufferings ? 
I raiſed my head, and requeſted 


he would rife —Do not, O! do 
not, cried I, think light of me 


for this expoſure of my weak- 
peſs.—Oh ! moſt adorable of wo- 
men | - exclaimed he, if the fin- 
cereſt love that ever warmed the 
human "breaſt, be worthy your 
lighteſt confideration, believe me, 


you are in full poſſeſſion of it; 


but do not ſaſpe& me for hoping 
any advantage from this diſcloſure 


of my paſſion; I am too, too ſen- 


fible of the diſparity of our ſitu- 


ations, and my own demerits, to | 


expect any thing but. your pity. 


I interrupted him, with intreating 


him 
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- him to riſe; and told him, hat- 
ever my feelings were towards 
him, I was not at liberty to in- 
dulge them, and muſt requeſt he 
would never again enter on the 
ſubject, as it was particularly diſ- 
treſſing to me. Enough, madam, 
cried he; your commands are ſuf- 
ficient; I will never urge a repe- 
tition of my . offence, but by my 
future conduct, prove myſelf not 
unworthy your eſteem. I ſtretched 
out my hand, which he raiſed re- 
ſpectfully to his lips, and then 
requeſted he would leave me. 1 
told him I found myſelf much diſ- 
compoſed by our converſation, and 
wiſhed for a little time to recover 
- myſelf, He aroſe, on my ſaying 
this, and ſaid, his only pleaſure 
would be in obeying my com- 
mands, 
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mands, be they what they would; 
he they bowed and left me. 


ſn his e I Ears I | 
ral turns round the walks, to re- 
cover myſelf before I went into 
the houſe. I met my brother 
within a few paces of it— was 
going in ſearch of you, fiſter, ſaid 
he; will you take a walk ?—No, 
anſwered I ; I am quite tired, hav- 
ing been walking here this hour — 
Then I muſt ſeek Haſtings, re- 
plied he; perhaps he may accom- 
pany me, if he is not tired alſo. 
He looked at me with, meaning, 
whilſt he ſpoke, but I made no 
anſwer, and hurrying up the ſteps, 
proceeded immediately to my 
chamber. Here I had liberty to 
give full * to my reflections on 

| | what 
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what had paſſed. The pleaſure I 
experienced, at finding myſelf be- 
loved by Haſtings, was conſide- 
rably damped by the recollection 
of his circumſtances. I could not 
ſuffer the idea of marrying a man 
 withont title or fortune; and it 
vas diſtraction —it was madneſs it- 
ſelf, to think of giving kim up for 
c ever. 


M mind cbötihued in a Nate 
of extreme diſquietude and agi- 
tation. That morning T would 
have given worlds, if I had them, 
to be convinced of his love; but, 
fuch is the caprice of the min 
mind, no ſooner had I a certainty 
of it, than my pride, which had 
ſo long lain dormant, roſe to per- 
plex me. It, however, gave 

5 | me 


5 
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me no ſmall ſatisfation, to find 
I had him at my diſpoſal; and 
I went down to tea in a more 
tranquil tate than 1 had expe- 
rienced for ſome time. 
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nn. 


, IN COTINUATION.. 


N EITHER Haſtings nor 
Lord Leſby made their appearance 
that evening, which I was glad 
of, as I was not prepared for the 
ſcrutinizing eyes of the latter. 
The next day, I wrote to Lady 
Frances, and accquainted her, that 
F had queſtioned Mr. Haſtings 
concerfiing the ſtate of his heart : 
that he owned he had long had 
an attachment to a young lady 


who viſited at his uncle's; but 


the confined ſtate of his circum- 


|  ftances prevented him from paying 


his addreſſes: that, tho? he loved 
| her 
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her tenderly, and had no hopes 


of gaining her, nothing could 


ſhake his conſtancy. 1 then ad- 
viſed her to give up all thoughts 
of him, as ſhe might rely on it, 
nothing could ſhake the conſtancy? 
of ſo impaſſioned a lover. I con- 
cluded my letter with a few con- 
dolements on the miſapplication of 


her love, and was her- fincere 
trans, &c. 


This letter, in then fullneſs of | 


my heart, 1 could not forbear ſend- 


ing her, hoping it would mor- 
tify as well as cure her of her 


paſſion. But I was miſtaken in 


one inſtance ; for, tho? it certainly 


mortified, it did not cure her; 


love made her clear-ſighted; ſhe 


penetrated my deſign, and ſuſ- 


29015 pected 
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pected me of gaining that heart 
ſhe had long ſighed for in vain, 
She, however, ſtifled her ſuſpicions 
for the preſent; and anſwered my 
letter by return of poſt. She 
thanked me in very polite terms, 
for the trouble I had taken, and 
for my advice, which ſhe was de- 
termined. to profit: by, by accept- 
ing of the Earl of 'T-—, who had 
made propoſals to the duke; and 
as he was an amiable and accom- 
pliſhed nobleman; ſhe doubted not 
oß ſoon being ſenſible of his merit. 
dhe added, that my letter came 
in good time to ſtrengthen her in 
à reſolution ſhe had almoſt formed 
before ſhe received it. 860 


This letter, written in a Nils ſo 
aa contrary to . expecta- 


tions, 
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tions, greatly ſurpriſed me. I could 
not then ſuſpect her of art, as ſhe 
never deceived me, and ſeemed: to 
be naturally of. an ĩugenuous diſ- 
poſition. I did not, however, give 
perfect credit to the contents of 
her letter, until. ſome days after 
that, my father told me he had 
received one from the duke, in- 
forming him of his daughter's in- 
tended nuptials. 


This account, I own, gave me 
ſome uneaſineſs. I was diſappointed 
at her being ſo well content with 

the loſs of Haſtings, and much 
diſpleaſed at myſelf, for giving 
him reaſon to think he was not 
indifferent to me; yet I had no 
great reaſon to feel much on this 
2 ON account, 


— ” 


* 
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account, for he aſſumed no air 


| D on the encouragement I had pi. 
1 ven, only did not ſhun me ſo 


o 


much as formerly. 
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32 'Taincs were in this 
train, when we ſet off for Bath. 
There was a vaſt deal of company 
at this place of faſhionable gaiety; 
amongſt the reſt, a Miſs Saunders, 
whom I had been formerly ac- 
quainted with. We' renewed our 
intimacy, and went conſtantly to 
the rooms together. One day as 
Lord Leſby, ſhe, and I were walk- 
ing, a gentleman paſſed us, who 
bowed to my brother. — Who is 
that elegant fellow ? ſaid Mifs 
Saunders ; I obſerved I caught his 
attention the moment we entered 
vol., I. F the 
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the room, and he has kept his eyes 
fixed on me ever ſince; my lord, 
pray tell me who he is 2— That, 
replied he, is the eldeſt ſon of 
Lord Morton; ind let me tell you, 
you have gained no comman. con- 
queſt ; for Beynon has, till now, 
been invulnerable to the ſhafts of 
Cupid ; but you were born to ſub- 
due all hearts, my charming Miſs 
Saunders] added he, looking archly 
in her face ſhall I introduce this 
charming fellow ?P—O ! not for 
the world, my lord ! IT ſhould die 
with confuſion.—Then I ſhall be 
witneſs to a ſtrange death, replied 
he ; beſides, it will be meritorious 
to kill you, who have ſo little 
mercy on the male world, that 
you infli& death- wounds at every 
glance; I ſhall have the thanks of 
both 
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both ſexes, this favoured mortal 
excepted. —Pſhaw, my lord, how 
can you be ſo teizing ?—Oh, do 
not diſguiſe that lovely face with 
a frown; here cames the con- 
queror. Provoking creature! was 
all ſhe could utter, without being 
overheard by Bey non, who that 
inſtant advanced towards us. My 


brother held out his hand to him 


Where have you been this age, 
Beynon ? ſaid he; I thought, by 


not hearing from you, you had 


taken a trip to Italy.—It was my 
deſign ſome months ago, replied 
he; but I was prevented by Lord 
Weſtbrook, who inſiſted on my 
paſſing. the. ſummer with him in 
Wiltſhire. I. made this my way 
to town, intending to ſtay but a 
few days; but I fear, added he, 
"PM looking 
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| Jooking at me, I ſhall not be able 
to quit it ſo ſoon. I threw a ſlight 
glance at Miſs Saunders, and ob- 
ſerved ſhe reddened ; I gueſſed it 
was more from vexation at my 
obſerving her, than pleaſure at 
what Beynon had ſaid. My bro- 
ther introduced him to both of us. 
He bowed to her politely, but at- 
tached himſelf to me during the 
time we ſtaid in the rooms, which 
he took care ſhould aa as long as 


paſſible. 


Miſs Saunders's mortification at 
his total neglect of her, was 
ſtrikingly viſible. Lord Leſby 
enjoyed it, for he afterwards ſaid 
ſhe deſerved it for her vanity, 
and his reaſon for ſpeaking to 

| Beynon 


2 
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Beynon at that time, was pur- 
poſely to mortify her, as he was 
certain ſhe was not the object that 
attracted him. 
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LETTER XII. 


IN CONTINUATION. 


EvxRx day I went to the 
rooms I was ſure of meeting Mr. 
Beynon, who took all opportunities 
of being near me, and ſoon declared 
himſelf my lover. His intimacy 
with my brother gave him frequent 
opportunities of ſeeing me, and he 
at length became a frequent viſiter. 
From the firſt time Mr. Haſtings 
ſaw he was of our parties, he grew 


| reſerved, and could not be preyailed 


on to join us. He ſhut himſelf up 
in his chamber with a plea of being 
indifpoſed. The earl wanted him 
to have advice, but . he refuſed it, 

alledging 
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alledging it was but a flight cold 
and would ſoon go off. During the 
time he kept his room, I ſcarce ever 
thought of him, ſo much engaged 
was with Mr, Beynon, and mo. 
tifying Miſs. Saunders, whoſe par- 
tiality for him was quite. viſible, 
Lord Leſby gave Mr. Haſtings moſt 
of his company while he was indiſ- 
poſed; and one 'day finding him 
better, prevailed. on him to come 
down to dinner. T enquired for 
him in the morning, and was told 
he was better, but had not the ſmall- 
eſt expectation of ſeeing him that 
day; I was ſurpriſed and much 
ſhocked at the alteration I perceived 
in him. His fine eyes were ſunk 
in his head, and his whole perſon. 
emaciated-to ſuch a degree, that he 
could be ſcarce known for the 
F 4 lovely, 


112 THE RECLUSE. 


lovely; blooming youth he appeared 
Aa few weeks. before. | 

_ The fight of him in that condi- 
tion affected me ſtrangely, I ſecretly 
accuſed myſclf as the cauſe of the 
alteration that was viſible in him. 
This thought ſtruck to my heart, 
and awakened Ill my tenderneſs, 
which pride had for fome time 
lulled. 1 enquired of him in a 
ſoftened voice, after his health. His 
eyes ſparkled with joy for. a mo- 
ment on meeting mine, but they 
quickly returned their former lan- 
guidneſs. After dinner, going to 
retire, I requeſted if he was able 
to ſit up he would favour us with 
his company. The reſt of the 
family joining their intreaties to 
mine, he continued. In the evening 


Mr. 
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Mr. Bey non came to ſee us; at his 
entrance Haſtings turned pale, and 
anſwered his enquiries after his 
health in a manner quite unuſual, 
with him. Mr. Beynon paid his 
aſſiduities particularly to me that 
evening, but never were they or his 
preſence more unwelcome. Mr. 
Haſtings retired. early ; the reſt of 
the company ſtaid very late. When 
I went to my room, my maid deli- 
vered me a letter ; I inſtantly broke 
the ſeal, and found it was from 
Haſtings ; the contents were as 
follows. 


TO LADY GERTRUDE LESBY. 


2 


e ee the man who 
had the preſumption to tell you he 
1 loved 
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loved you, will withdraw himſelf 
for ever from your preſence, and 
the ſight of thoſe charms, that have 
nearly deprived him of his reaſon, 
Strong has the conflict been betwixt 
reaſon and paffion. The latter, ſpite 
of my endeavours, 1s predominant, 
There is nothing left me then but 
abſcerce ; for I feel I ſhall not be 
able to ſee you in the poſſeſſſon 
of another, without diſcovering 
emotions too ſtrong to remain 
concealed. Vour generous pity 
of my ſufferings flattered me, 
and ] hoped time would render 
me contented with that proof of 
your eſteem ; but, alas! how {ſe- 
verely have I «<xperienced, that pity 
alone was not ſufficient to fatisfy 
my preſumpti ous wiſhes. But 1 
am adding to an involuntary fault, 
and 3 on that time that 
would 


* 
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would be more happily employed in 
thinking on my rival. Pardon me, 
madam, but that you are not inſen- 
fible of his merit is too plain to me. 
That he may never prove unworthy 
of the honour you deſign him, and 
that you may both amply expe- 
rience the happineſs that is for ever 
denied me, is the fincere wiſh of 


Your truly devoted, 
And unhappy, 
EDMUND HASTINGS. 


This packet 1s ſwelled to an enor- 
mous ſize, Frank; Julia and I are 
going to dine at Darcy's; ſhe deſigns 
to remain here until Sally arrives, 
whom ſhe has wrote to, and alſo to 
Mademoiſelle Rewrelle, fromwhom 


e 
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ſhe expects an anſwer ſhortly ; ſhe 
was introduced by Miſs Manly 
to the Darcy's, and ſeveral other 
families in this neighbourhood, by 
the name of Neville, and as a near 
relation of Lady Gertrude's. On 
my return, if it is not too late, I 
ſhall reſume my pen. Adieu. 
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LETTER XI. 


Oo» 
IN CONTINUATION. 


Mr. emotions on reading the 
letter mentioned in my laſt, cannot 
bedeſcribed.—And muſt I leave you, 
my amiable Haſtings | Ah, no; it 
is impoſſible! I cannot, muſt not part 
with you. I thought of Beynon 
with deteftation.—Wretch } cried 
I, but for him my Haſtings would 
have been contented, nor have re- 
duced me to this dilemma. My 
maid was a witneſs of this ſcene. 
In my confuſion, on receiving the 
letter, I forgot to hid ber leave the 
room. She ſeemed concerned at 
my expreſſions of grief, and for- 
getting the diſtance I always kept 


hee 
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her at, beſought me, with tears 
in her eyes, to be more compoſed, 
—] ſee, madam, ſaid ſhe, Mr. 
 Haſtings's letter has affected you; 
you ſurely will not let him go 
in the diſtracted manner he is pre- 
paring to do. Who informed you 
he was going ? ſaid J.— His man, 
madam, ' anſwered ſhe, told me, 
that when he came up this even- 
ing, he appeared like one diſtracted ; 
that he went up on being rung for, 
and found his maſter walking up 
and down the room in great agi- 
tation; he ſtood: ſome time at the 
door before Mr. Haſtings. took no- 
tice of him, and when he ſpoke, 
it was to know what brought 
him there. He told his maſter he 
was rung for. He then ſeemed: to 
recolleQ, and deſired him to come 
OE. again 
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again in half an hour. At that 
time when he returned, he bid 
him deliver that letter, and pre- 
pare to ſet out for London in 
the morning. Dear madam, if 
you only ſaw Thomas it would 
move you, he is ſo diſtreſſed about 


his maſter. 


I now ſaw it would be impoſ- 
ſible to hide the matter from the 
wench, and therefore ſat down and 
wrote a few lines to Haſtings, re- 
queſting he would not think of 
leaving us, and deſiring to ſee him 
in the muſic parlour, before any of 
the family were up in the morn. 
ing, I gave this letter to Sally 
to deliver, and went to bed, but 
ſlept not; the agitation of my 
n frame hope me waking. 1 
aroſe 


120 THE RECLUSE. 

aroſe in the morning as undeter- 
mined as I laid down, as to what 
manner I ſhould act; for tho' there 
was madneſs in the thought of 
_ parting with Haſtings, I could not 
then think of marrying him. How- 
ever I went down ſtairs, and found 
bim waiting for me. I ſaw by his 
countenance, he had not ſlept more 
than myſelf; I believe he obſerved 
the alteration in mine.—1 fear, 
Lady Gertrude, ſaid he, advancing 
and taking my hand, I have given 
you uneaſineſs ; the letter I trou- 
bled you with, was not gone two 
minutes when I wiſhed to recal it, 
fearing compaſſion would operate 
in wy favour, and you would en- 
deavour to- prevent my departure, 
But I muſt go, madam; I am 
not at all times maſter of my paſ- 
Ws. ſions ; 


e 
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ſem z ; they may Involve you in 

difficulties. you are not aware of 
therefore do not make a requeſt it 
is not in my power to comply 
with; for ] gueſs, the appointment 
this morning is for that purpoſe.— 
It is, J own, fir, ſaid I, to prevent 
your leaving us; and alſo to aſſure 
you, you are wrong in the con- 
| jecture you have formed concern- 
ing Mr. Beynon. It is true, he 
has honoured me with an offer of 
his haud ; but I have given him 
no reaſon to ſuppoſe it will be ac- 
cepted. I requeſt, - therefore, you 
will make yourſelf perfectly eaſy 
on that head, for this day I will 
give him his final diſmiſſion. 


Hie gazed eagerly in my face 
while 1 was ſpeaking, and-at the 
P con- 


122 1-H RECLUSE, 


concluſion, exclaimed——Generous 
creature! how unworthy am I of 
this goodneſs ! then laying his hand 
on his forehead, he coutinued rapt 
up in thought for a few minutes ; 
then cried out— Why ſhould a 
thought of me prevent you from 
rewarding the paſſion of a worthy 
man? No, madam; as the hap- 
pineſs is denied me of contribut- 
ing to yours, I have no right to 
be the means -of hindering ſome 
more worthy man. If Mr. Beynon 
is not happy enough to meet your 
approbation, you will-doubtleſs find 
ſome other perſon more agreeable 
to you. A ſhort abſence will ba- 
niſh from your memory one ſo 
unworthy as I am. I go, madam; 
and may you ſoon meet with a 
FOR a huſband every way 
worthy 
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worthy of you. His voice was 
ſcarce audible at the concluſion of 
this ſpeech; he raiſed my hand to 
his lips; I obſerved large drops 
came dow his cheeks as he turned 
from me I burſt into a flood of 
tears, which I could no longer re- 
ſtrain. In the agitation of my 
foul, I cried out—Oh, Haſtings! 
you muſt not, cannot leave me! 
If I loſe you, I loſe every thing 
that is deſirable on earth! Why, 
why, Haſtings, would you wiſh 
to render me miſerable ?—I with 
to render you miſerable | Oh, hea- 
vens | cried he, throwing himſelf 
at my feet, to make you miſera- 
ble! oh, no, no! it is the wiſh, 
the fervent wiſh of my ſoul, to 
contribute to your happineſs at the 
expence of my own. But, charm- 

| ing 
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ing creature ! baniſh me from your 
thoughts; for what could you ex- 
pect from an unhappy wretch, de- 
ſtitute of fortune, friends of every 
thing that could render me worthy 
your acceptance! Tis for this I 
would tear myſelf from you, that 
my preſence might not be an ob- 
ſtacle to your acting more worthy 
of yourſelf.— A truce with this hu- 
miliation, replied J, riſe, and be 
aſſured, I never taſte of happineſs 


- while you are miſerable; therefore, 


if you love me, lay aſide all 
thoughts of leaving us; for 1 feel, 
it is not in my power to part with 
you, without being at leaſt an 
equal ſharer in the grief it would 
occaſion. Never was there a more 
quick tranſition from grief to joy, 
en this ſpeech produced in his 
fine 


0 
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fine animated countenance. It is 
impoſſible to deſcribe his raptures, 
I was not leſs happy, for I thought 
of nothing but him. ] paſſed two 
hours with him, liſtening to his 
vows of love and conſtancy: ; the 
clock ſtriking eight, warned us to 
ſeparate for the preſent. Mr. Haſt- 
ings then went to countermand the 
orders he had given his ſervant the 
night before, and I retired to my 
chamber; and as my thoughts were 
com 3 lay down to reſt; 


1 went berg to es and 
found the whole family aſſembled. 
In the evening, Mr. Beynon came 
in, as did alſo Miſs Saunders, by 
invitation. L. gave him no oppor- - 
tunity of ſpeaking. to me the whole 
evening, which obliged him to ad- 

dreſs 
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dreſs himſelf to Miſs Saunders 
oftener than uſual. She feemed 
highly delghted, and Haſtings was 
no leſs fo, as he knew it was on 
his account I behaved with fo 
much coolneſs to- his rival. My 
brother and Beynon ſpoke of a 
young Italian lady, who made her 
appearance that day in the pump- 
room; they both ſaid ſhe was ex- 
tremely beautiful, as was alſo the 
lady that accompanies. her, the 
Hon. Mrs, Herbert; but as we all 
knew her, ſhe having been the 
reigning toaſt a few winters before, 
they confined their diſcourſechiefly 
in praiſe of the fair foreigner, who, 
they ſaid, eclipſed” every beauty in 
the room. There were many gen- 
tlemen regretted the abſence of 
Lady Gertrude, ſaid ' Beynon, as 

0 ſhe 
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ſhe: only could vie in beauty with 
the fair Victoria. I bowed my 
head, and could not fotbear ſmil- 
ing at the alteration. his compli- 
ment to me produced in the fea- 
tures of Miſs Saunders, who ſat 
ſwelling with envy ; he alſo ob- 
ſerved her bridling, and turning, 
took her hand —Where were you 
to-day, my charming Miſs Saun- 
ders? faid he; why will ydu, by 
abſenting yourſelf, ſuffer ſtrangers 
to run away with the hearts of 
your countrymen ?—lf the lady be 
ſuch a phoenix, anſwered ſhe, co- 
louring ſtill higher, I ſhall be in 
no hurry to exhibit myſelf along 
with her; for I candidly own to 
you, it is no ſmall mortification to 
me to be eclipſed, as you promiſe 
will! be the fate of every one, ex- 
1 cept 
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cept Lady Gertrude. Pardon me, 
my charmer! eried the gallant 
Beynon; I forgot juſt then, that 
the amiable Miſs Saunders was in 
Bath; but to-morrow the conten- 
tion of beauty will be diſplayed, 
and we ſhall ſee which of the 
graces will bear away the prize. 
She turned up her lip at this diſ- 
courſe, but made him nb anſwer. I 
propoſed going on a party next day, 
which was immediately agreed to. 


\ 
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LETTER XIV: 


IN CONTINUATION: _ 
Miss Saunders called on 
me the enſuing morning, agree- 
able to our determination the day 
before, and we went, attended by 
Haſtings, Beynon, and my bro- 
ther. I had no apprehenſions of 
being rivaled by the ſtranger, there- 
fore had no prepoſſeſſions againſt 
her. She was in the room before 
us, and was ſoon diſtinguiſhed by 
the crowd that followed ſuch 
charms has a new face, that is to- 
lerably handſome, in that gay city. 
She, however, deſerved the praiſe 
and attention that was paid her; 
- VOL, I. __ for 
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For never did I ſee ſo perfect a 
beauty, and thoſe that were inti- 
mate with her, gave as pleaſing an 
account of her mental qualifica- 
tions. Each time ſhe paſſed, ſhe 
looked particularly at our. party, 
1: wiſhed to know who it- was 
that attracted he rattention, and the 
next turn diſcovered it was Haſt- 
ings that was honoured with her 
notice. This gave me an uneaſy 
ſenſation at firſt; but the recol- 
lection of his tender attackmeny 
preſently diſpelled all apprehen- 
ſion on his account; I was rather 
pleaſed, that he made an impreſſion 
on one ſo beautiful, as it was an 
additional proof of his extreme 
power of pleaſing, and flattered 
my on vanity in no ſmall degree. 


When 
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When we were about an hour 
in the room, I expreſſed a wiſh 
to go home. Haſtings flew' to 
my fide to conduct rhe out. My 
brother was behind” ſpeaking to 
ſorne gentlemen ; he ſtepped up 
haſtily—Well, Gertrude, ſaid he, 
laughing, do you give up the 
prize ?—T' never contended: for it, 
anſwered I; therefore ſhall not re- 
gretits being beſtowed on thoſe who 
are worthy of it.— lt is impoſſible 
envy can be an inhabitant of Lady 
Gertrude's breaſt, rejoined Haſt- 
ings, as ſhe is in full poſſeſſion of 
all the graces. Upon my word, 
Mr. Haſtings, cried I, your new 
character becomes you exceed - 
ingly; pray how long is it fince 
you commenced flatterer — DO not 
give me # name I deteſt, anſwered 

| G 2 he; 
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he; it does not fit eaſy on me. 
And what name would my dear 
friend have? interrogated my bro- 
ther, looking archly in his face ; 
I am fure, Gertrude, added he 
ſoftly, you will give him any name 
that is pleaſing to him. I frowned, 
and gave him a look which evinced 
J was diſpleaſed with him. Haſt- 
ings coloured, but made no reply. 

Mr. Beynon attended Miſs Saun- 
ders home ; my brother left us at 
the door, and returned to the room. 


When we entered the parlour, 
Haſtings took my hand I 
am under ſome apprehenſion of 
having incurred your diſpleaſure, 
Lady Gertrude ; tell me, added 
he, tenderly looking in my face, 
am I ſo unhappy ? I gave him an 

| anuſwer 
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enfivbr-that quickly diſpelled his 
apprehenſions on that head ; for 
my anger was not againſt him, but 
my brother, who choſe an impro- 
per time to rally me on the ſtrength 

of his ſurmiſes. He was in rap- 
tures at my. condeſcenſion, and 


ventured to hint, though very 


diſtantly, his hopes, that I would” 
not keep him in ſuſpenſe much 
longer. I affected not to under- 
ſtand him, and aſked. if my bro- 
ther had ever hinted his. ſuſpicions 
of our attachment. He anſwered, 
it was his deſign to have aſked me 
the ſame queſtion, for he had rea- 
ſon to think it was no ſecret to 
him; but that he had never re- 
ceived, from him the ſlighteſt inti- 
mation of_it. I told him he was 
peafectly right ; - and deſired him, 

G 3 1a 
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on no account, to acquaint him 
with any thing that paſſed, as I 
foreſaw many diſagreeable conſe- 
. quences that would ariſe from his 
being admitted to our confidence, 
and requeſted he would be more 
circumſpect before him for the fu- 
ture. He promiſed to obſerve my 
inſtructions, and was going to add 
ſomething more, when the ap- 
pearance of Lord Leſby put 2 
ſtop to our converſation. He paſ- 
ſed the window with a counte- 
nance brimfull of intelligence, and 
as ſoon as he entered, threw Inm- 
ſelf into a chair.—I have walked 
myſelf out of breath, to acquaint 
you with your good fortune, Haſt- 
ings, cried he; you are indiſpu- 
tably the luckieſt fellow in Eng- 
land. The lovely Mrs. Herbert 

has 
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has been aſking me an hundred 
gueſtions concerning you; nor was 
her charming companion leſs at- 
tentive to my anſwers; tho' ſhe 
was ſilent, her eyes told plainty 
dhe was intereſted in them. The 
devil take that haudſome face and 
perſon of yours; there's none of 
us plain fellows, has the leaſt 
chance of being taken notice of, 
when you once exhibit yourſelf. 
My good-natured brother made this 
long ſpeech with a ſmile on his 
countenance.—sY ou, however, an- 
ſwered I, have no reaſon to com- 
plain, as the ladies have honoured 
you with their confidence; but 
perhaps, added I, laughing, you 
have gained half this intelligence 
by your ſkill in phy ſiognomy; for 
I think you ſaid ſomething about 
| G4 ſpeaking . 
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ſpeäking eyes; and, ſince you are 
in a communicative humour, pray 
inform us, which of the ladies have 
made an impreſſion on you, that 
you come home in this jealous fit, 
exclaiming againſt handſome faces? 
—Ay, ay, my ſweet liter, replied 
he; why here is railing for railing; 

nay, don't ſay a word, continued 
be, ſtarting up, and laying his hand 
on Haſtings's mouth, Gertrude is 
a ſufficient antagoniſt for me; de- 
ſides, it is your intereſt to be filent 
at preſent, for women diſcover 
more of their minds in one jea- 
lous moment, than in' an age, 
when they are in no danger of 
loſing their lovers. This ſpeech 
was ſo little expected by Haſtings 
and I, that it threw us both into 
confuſion; I attempted to ſp 


* 


eak, 
but 
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but could not. My brother looked 
earneſtly in our faces for ſome 
time, then burſt into a loud laugh 
Ha! ha! cried he, will you ri- 
dicule my ſkill in phyſiognomy 
in future? I think your counte- 
nances at preſent, do clearly mani- 
feſt .I *have not been miſtaken. — 
What your motive is for this ex- 
traordinary behaviour, anſwered I, 
almoſt burſting with rage, I am 
yet to learn; but defire I may no 

more be the object for you to ex- 
erciſe your wit on.—Surely, my 
dear Gertrude, replied he, you are 
not really offended; believe me, 
I have no motive but to contribute, 
as much as lies in my power, to 

your mutual happineſs.—I have no 
doubt of your good will, ſaid I; 
but at preſent you ſeem to miſtake 
| G the 
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the means. I quitted the room 
precipitately, to avoid a further ex · 
planation, as I well knew Haſtings 
would not contradict what I aſ- 
ſerted. I went directly to my 
room, in no very enviable ſtate of 
mind; for the intelligence my bro- 
ther had given, was by no- means 
adapted to the raiſing of my ſpi- 
rits. I thought a woman that 
would publickly riſk her ſenti- 
ments conderning a man that was 
indifferent about her, would not 
fcruple to make him an offer of 
her hand ; and as the had a large 
fortune, joined to her other quali- 
fications, which I could not help 
allowing were not few, he would 
be excuſeable if he preferred her 
to one who had never given him 
hopes of obtaining her hand. 
St: | I was 
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I was abſorbed in theſe reflec- 
tions, when a tap at my door 
. rouſed me—it was Haſtings. I 
was ſurpriſed, as he had never 
taken that liberty before. He re- 
queſted I would favour him with 
my company for a quarter of an 
hour in the parlour, as Lord Leſby 
was gone out, and he had ſome- 
thing particular to ſay to me. I 
went down with him. When we 
were ſeated Lord Leſby, ſaid he, 
will not be perſuaded, but that we 
are in love with each other. I en- 
deavoured to rally him out of the 
ſuppoſition, but he, did not ſeem 
to be eonvinced, and appears diſ- 
| pleaſed at the diſtance we hold him 
at, -Let him think as he will, an- 
ſwered I; be it your care, not to 
give him more reaſons for his ſuſ- 

3 picions 
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picions than he has at preſent, for 
I am reſolved he ſhall know no- 
thing concerning what you ſpeak 
of; let it content you, I have ſuf- 
ficient reaſons for. afting in this 
mannen—l am perfectly acquaint- 
ed, replied he, in a diſſatisfied tone, 
with your reaſon; you fear I ſhall 
have too powerful an advocate in 
him; but be ſatisfied, madam ; 
what I could not accompliſh by 
my unabated love, and unremit- 
ting endeavours to pleaſe, I would 
not be obliged for to the interceſ- 
ſion of any man living.—lIndeed, 
ſaid I, you make more of this mat- 
ter than is neceſſary. What does 
it ſignify whether he 1s made -ac- 
quainted with it or no ?—Not if 
you would. conſent to bleſs me 
with your hand, without his know- 
| ledge ; ; 
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ledge; for, tho I am pretty con- 


fident he would not withhold his 


conſent, if you think otherwiſe, I 
_ ſhall be perfectly ſatisfied without 
it. 8 _ | 


In ſhort, it would be tireſome 
to inſert a converſation that laſted 
near two hours, and which termi- 
nated in his gaining my conſent 
to beſtow my hand on him on my 
arrival in town; but not without 
exacting a ſolemn promiſe of his 
never divulging our marriage, with. 
out my conſent. He readily ac- 


quieſced in every thing I enjoined, 
and we parted then—parted with, I 


believe, very different ſenſations : 
he appeared all joy and rapture ; 
1, indeed, felt ſome pleaſure, but 
| * Was mingled | with - regret, at 
the 


— 
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the thoughts of giving up my 
liberty to a perſon whom, tho' I 
could not help loving, I almoſt 
deſpiſed for want of title and for- 
ls. TE L 
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LETTER XV. 


IN £OTINUATION. 


WIÜ ſtaid not od in Bath 
after the converſation I have juſt 
related, but long enough for me to 
wiſh for a ſpeedy removal. Mrs. 
Herbert ſent ſeveral invitations to 

dur houſe, which J refuſed, and 
conſequently the reſt of the family, 
except Lord Leſby, who was a fre- 
quent viſiter of that lady, and came 
home every day, breathing nothing 
but encomiums on the charms of 
her- fair friend. No ſooner did I 
make known my wiſh of going to 
London to the earl, than every 

' thing was made ready for our de- 
parture. Lord Leſby did not reliſh 
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| fo ſpeedy a removal; but I believe 
he ſuſpected my reaſon for wiſhing 
to quit Bath, and therefore made 
no objection, ſo ready was this kind 
brother to indulge my every wiſh. 
Alas! -how ungrateful and undeſerv- 
ing was. I of his indulgence. Soon 
after our arrival in town, Haſtings 
claimed my promiſe. I was in too 
great apprelienſion of loſing him 
(for Victorio de Liffurges ran con- 
tinually in my „ is e 
him Rog in "peg 09% 
mY had then to. 2 
perſon preſent at the ceremony but 
my maid, until 1 recollected it 
would be neceſſary that ſome per- 
ſon ſhould give me away, I con- 
ſulted Sally on what was to be 
done. ; Shes: told me ſhe had a bro- 
| ther 
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ther in the city, an opulent tradeſ- 
man, who was unacquainted with 
my perſon, and ſhe would prevail 
on him to perform that office, by 
telling him I was a young woman 
in the ſame ſtation with herſelf, 
who had made a conqueſt of her 
miſtreſs's ſon. That the affair re- 
quired much ſecreſy, on account of 
the young gentleman's friends hav- 
ing great views for him. She ſaid 
would alſo get him to procure 
— Selergyman J and I had nothingto 
do but fix a time for the perform- 
ance of the ceremony. | This 
ſcheme, tho' my pride revolted at 
the meanneſs of it, as well as con- 
necting myſelf with the people wo 
were to be aQors in it, was the 
moſt eligible I could think of, I 
wrote a note to Haſtings, requeſt- 


ing 
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ing he would meet me at eight 
o'clock on the Tueſday night fol- 
lowing at Mr. Bolton's, Cheapſide. 
I kept my room during the interval, 
which was but two days, under 
the pretence of a ſlight indiſpoſi- 
tion. Sally had every thing in 
readineſs at the appointed time. 
She went out about an hour before 
me, to receive Mr. Haſtings at her 
brother's, and ordered a chair to 
wait within a few doors of our 
houſe. I was entirely diſguiſed by 
the hood of my cloak, and a large 
bonnet drawa-over it. On my ar- 


rival at Mr. Bolton's, I was met 
at the door by Mr. Haſtings and 
Sally ; heded me into a back par- 
our, where the clergyman and 
Mr. Bolton waited to receive us. 
* aroſe at our entrance, and 

the 
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the ceremony was immediately be- 
gun. I ſhook ,prodigioufly during 
the performance, and when it was 
over, fat down, being no longer 
able to ſupport myſelf. Seeing my 
ſituation, they prevailed on me to 
take a glaſs of wine, which in 
ſome degree reſtored me. Mr. 
Haſtings took a diamond ring from 
his finger, which he preſented to 
Nr. Bolton, deſiring him to accept 
it as a imall token of his gratitude, 
The other bowed, and accepted it, 
but aſſured him it was no motive 
of gain induced bim to act as he 
did, but merely to oblige his ſiſter's 
friend. We then t r leave. 
[ diſpatched Sally to dear the 
hall of the ſervants at our entrance. 
It was a fine clear night, and we 
walked 


THE 
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walked up and down the ſtreet for 
a confiderable time, for I had no 
apprehenſions of being known by 
even our. own ſervants, ſo com- 
pletely was I diſguiſed. Sally 
watched-an opportunity of opening 
the door to us, and we paſſed into 
the houſe unperceived. Days, 
weeks, and months now paſſed 
over with rapidity ;; in Haſtings I 
poſſeſſed the moſt reſpectful of lo- 
vers, and the tendereſt of huſbands. 
Nothing could ſurpaſs the happi- 
Teſs 1 experienced in' the unre- 
rained ſociety of this moſt ami- 
able of men. For five months, 
which 1 reckon as the whiteſt mo- 
ments of exiſtence, nothing 
happened i diſtur b our tranquility ; 
but an uneaſineſs I could not help 
ſometimes feeling for the clandeſ- 


bon, tine 
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tine manner of our marriage; for 
now thought if I had a king- 
dom to beſtow, it would be too ; 
little to balance his merit; and 
grew impatient for ſome favourable 
opprtunity of diſcloſing our mar- 
riage to my family; but I was diſ- 
appointed in my intention, by the 
earl making known his reſolution 
of ſending my brother e 
on his travels. 

This unexpected cruel ſtroke 
quite unhinged us; for tho we 
knew it muſt happen, we yet ima- 
gined it to be at a great diſtance. 
However there was no,contending. «+ 
with the earl, who” he was 
impatient to repay Haſtings 
the obligations; we were under to 
him, which could not r be 

. done 
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done until his return. There was 
an enigma in his words, but I was 
too much diſtreſſed at that time to 


attempt to ſolve them. My bro- 


ther ſeemed eager to be gone, and 
their departure was fixed at the 


period of ſix weeks. I had for 


ſome time diſcovered! I was preg- 


nant, but forbore to communicate 


it to Haſtings; and now reſolved 
to keep him ignorant. of it, left it 
ſhould augment his uneaſineſs at 
parting. I conjutred him not to 


diſcover our marriage to my bro- 
ther, until he recaved my conſent, 
which I affurt him of, as ſoon 


as I could 1 a favourable 


ſs; tho! I reſolved in 
my — mind, at the ſame time, 


not to mention 3t: until his return. 
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LETTER XVI; 


IN CON/TIN UA TION; 


T H E dreaded day too ſoon 
arrived, that was to ſeparate me 
from a beloved huſband and bro- 
ther. My diſtreſs is not to be con- 
ceived on my bidding adieu to the 
former; he did not ſeem leſs: 
moved, and returned a ſecond time 
to embrace me n that moments 
a fatal preſenti a ſeia ed me, that 
I. ſhould ſee eie more Uthe 
| vec "we" ey ac 
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of: returning lifes and by the time 
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I was able to diſtinguiſh objects, 
was no longer-to be ſeen ; I called 
on him—he heard me not—1I ſpoke 
to him—but no anſwer was made 


me. For three days my tears 


flowed unremittingly. Sally's en- 
deayours to ſooth me were ineffec- 
tual ; they could afford no relief 
to my diſtracted mind. On the 


fourth day I received a meſſage 


from my mother, inſiſting on my 
eoming down ſtairs, ſince indiſ- 
; Fin did not detain me; for 
1 durſt not make that excuſe, leſt 
they ſhould live a —_ called 


ruined. me 


was, 40 f 
obliged to 


ply, and joined them 


at dinner. They both gently chid 
me for indulging my ſorrow, and 
E te- 


”"* ww = aw «as oa ee e ww we A um. 


Wo 2 hd. SS £©az 


THE- RECL USE; 153 

requeſted Þ would not deprive them 
of my company, and ' myſelf of 
what- conſolation it was in their 
power to | adminiſter | to me. L 
ſtrove to appear compoſed before 
them; but that only added to the 
poignancy | of my grief, when I 
was at liberty to indulge it. Time, 
that ſure paliative of woe, at len gth 
abated, in part, the force of mine. 
It was now full time to think of ſome 
means of pteventing my ſituatioi 
from being known by the family.“ 
To Sally, my n 'confidant, 1 
applied. for ches Belp of Her! inven- 7 
tion. We were equi at à loſs for 
ſome time. I, valme deſpairing 
what to do, hack Alolved to 
inform my mother of my marriage 
and ſituatien, Whemw J recallectec 
am aunt of hers; that lived in a 
diſtant part of Wales, that often 

„ ex- 
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expreſſed a deſire to-ſee me; but 1 
could never be prevailed on to pay 


her a viſit, (tho often urged by 


my father and mother, as ſhe 3 
miſtreſs of a large fortune) as 


dreaded being buried alive, ſhe - 


ing for many years. deprived of the 


uſe of her limbs, which prevented 


her from going abroad, or recaiu- 
ing company. 


N o ſooner did the notion Qrike 
1 than I communicated to my 


mother my intention of paying her 


a viſit. She diſechered ſome ſur- 
priſe at my folution, ſaid it was 
an odd whim, and bid me think 
no mare of it. 1 anſwered, that 


my mind was fixed on the journey, 


and begged ſhe would indulge me 


with her conſent. She did not 
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fay much more againſt it, and that 
day at dinner, informed my fa- 
ther of my intention. He rallied 
with great good humour, and 
aſked me how long 1 had enter- 
tained a paſſion for ſhady groves ; 
for, I'll be ſworn, Gertrude, added' 
he, tis becauſe Wales abounds 
with them, that you coudeſcend 
to pay your aunt a viſit. I an- 
ſwered in the ſame tone, that cu- 
rioſity had almoſt as much weight 
as affection; if I did not like my 
quarters, { would ſoon wing back 
again; but I certainly owed my 
aunt ſome gratitude for her fre- 
quent invitations, and at ſome pe- 
riod deſigned to accept them; the 
preſent time ſuited my inclina- 
tions, and, if agreeable to him, 
I would ſet out immediately. 

H 2 I met 
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I met with leſs oppoſition in 
this affair than I expected; for, 
tho I was uſed to follow my own 
inclination, unoppoſed and uncon- 
tradicted, in every thing, I was 
apprehenſive my father would not 
let me take ſo long a journey, 
when I had not my. brother to 
ne me. 
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LETTER XVII. 


IN CONTINUATION. 


2850 1 SET out, attended by 
Sally, the Tueſday following. Let- 
ters I received from Mr. Haſtings 
and my brother, contributed to 
keep up my ſpirits during the 
journey, and we arrived at my 
aunt's without any accident. I 
Was received with the greateſt cor- 
Quality by the good old lady, who 
was overjoyed at ſeeing me, and 
profuſe of her expreſſions of kind- 
neſs. As. ſoon as ſhe would pers 
mit me out of her fight, I went 
over the boyſe to make choice of 
an apartment. It was a large old- 
| H 3 faſhioned 
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faſhioned building, with long: gal- 
leries on every ſtory, and fix rooms 
on each floor. I made choice of 
one that was at a good diſtance 
from my aunt's, which joined the 
library. Every -thing was' made 
ready for my reception in it with 
the greateſt diſpatch - The domef- 

ticks ſeemed glad of employment; 
for, tho' that part of the houſe 
had been ſcarce looked at for 
years, at the time I withdrew I 
found every thing in the exacteſt 
order. The next day I ſent home the 
carriage and ſervants, with letters 
acquainting my father how ex- 
tremely pleaſed I was with my 
ſituation, for my aunt omitted no- 
thing that could give me pleaſure, 
and the garden was a perfect Eden. 


The 
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The ſecond day after my arri! 
val, ſhe ſaid ſhe would ſend invi- 
tations to the neighbouring gentry: 
F requeſted ſhe would poſtpone 
her reſolution until ſhe gave me 
the hiſtory of their families and 
connections; and added, that I did 
not with ſhe: would enlarge the 
eircle of her acquaintance: on my 
account, for I was not fond of 
large parties, nor choſe. to mix 
with inferiors. My aunt. was 
charmed with theſe ſentiments, as 
the ſaid they perfectly agreed with 
her own. I told her I was ex- 
tremely fond of retirement, and 
| begged ſhe would indulge me ſome 
time in ranging about uninter- 
tupted; when I was weary, 1 
would folicit her to enlarge my 
acquaintance. She anſwered, that 
5901 % H 4 1 
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E. might amuſe my ſelf in the man- 
ner moſt agreeable. to me; I fhould 

always find her ready to gratify 
my wiſhes in every thing within 
her power. I grew much pleaſed 
with my aunt from her willing- 
neſs to oblige me, and was under 
ne apprehenfion of a diſcovery 
when I ſhould happen to fall ill, 
as we never met till dinner. She had 
been lopg confined to her apart- 
ment, and could not be removed 
without the greateſt pam. She 
grew extravagantly fond of me, and 
would not permit me to leave het 
from dinner until bed- time. 1 
liſtened to her tales with an atten- 
tive com plaiſance, tho? ever ſſo often 
repeated ; ſhe dwelt on none with 
ſo much pleaſure, as the reſem- 
Unc be. bore to me in her youth. 
he | I agreed 
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I agreed with her in this point, 
for there was 4 2 ſtriking reſem-. 
blance in our pictures; they dif- 
fered in hothing but the Faſhion 
of oyr clothes. 105 
- As my time drew near, 1. was 
filled with the moſt yiolent appre-. 
henfions, 1 feared I. ſhould not 
recover; and lamented the folly 
repeatedly, which ſubjected me to 
ſo many inconyeniences. The 
. moment at length arriyed; 5 

I pay fitting after dinner, licteuing 
to. the old tale of my aunt's un- 
_ remitting cruelty - to her lovers, 
when I was ſeized with the moſt 
violent pains. I gueſſed at the 
cauſe, and ſtrove to ſuſtain them 
* n leſt ſhe ſhould tuſ- 


H 5 with 
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with her enquiries. Next day, 
before I was prepared for them, I 
ſat three hours in the greateſt ago- 
ny, and then retired to my apart- 

ment, long before the uſual time, 
complaining of an uncommon drow- 
ſineſs, and ſaying I had not flept 
the night before. She admitted 
of the excuſe, and wiſhed me a 
good night. As ſoon as I reached 
my room, I flung myſelf on my 
knees, and prayed fervently to the 
Almighty to. relieve me. I conti- 
nued ſeveral hours in extreme pain, 
but was at length fafely delivered 
of a daughter; J ſoon after fell 
into a ſound ſleep, which laſted a 
conſiderable time.” Sally had pro- 
vided a nurſe before the left Lon- 
don; the woman came down about 
three weeks before, and had taken 


lodgings 


N 
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lodging in a village two miles from 
my avut's ſeat. Sally deſired her 
not to acquaint any perſon with 
her buſineſs in that part of the 
country, and gave her ten guineas 
to enſure her ſeęreſy. 


When I awoke between five 
and fix o'clock in the morning; 
I found Sally prepared to - ſet off 
with the child; I kiſſed the dear 
little. innocent, and ſhed a ſhower 
of tears over her—the parting rung 
my heart. Sally took her almoſt 
by force from my arms, and ſet 
forward to the nurſe, to whom ſhe 
gave directions to ſet forward in- 
ſtantly to town, and write to her 
the moment | the arrived. The 
woman punctually obſerved her ins 
ſtructions, by leaving the place the 

. ſame 
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ſame day. Sally returned before 
the family were ſtiring, and having 
prepared ſomething forme, lay down 
to reſt. She was not diſturbed un- 
til late in the day, when ſome of 
the ſervants thinking ſhe had flept 
too long, rapt at the door of her 
apartment. She got up, and told 
the ſervant her miſtreſs was indiſ- 
- poſed, and deſired that no one 
ſhould come into the gallery for 
fear of diſturbing me. 


5 At e LT aunt was in- 
formed of my indiſpoſition; ſhe 
ſent for Sally immediately, who 
made light of my illneſs, ſaying it 
was only a flight cold. The good 
woman was for having advice 1 im- 
mediately; but this Sally overs 
ruled, by declaring I never could 
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de perſuaded to take drugs; theres, 
fore a, daRor's preſence was, un- 
neceſſary. My aunt then ſaid ſhe 
ſhould. be carried to my apartment, 
Sally had much to do to diſſuade 
her from this reſolution; aſſured 
her my illneſs was extremely ſlight, 
but that 1 kept my bed for fear of 
the cold encreaſing. She at length 
gave up the point, but deſired to 
be informed every hour how I was; 
this Sally promiſed, and haſtened 
to me to acquaint me with thoſe. 
particulars. I Was vexed at the 
proofs the good old lady was giv- 
ing of her regard for me, but 
could not avoid admitting her viſit, 
which ſhe paid early next morn- 
ing. I had notice of her coming, 
and fat up in bed to receive her, 
hs: Was ſhocked at the alteration 
of 
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of my appearance, and entreated 
me to let her ſend for a phyſician. 
This I ſtreniouſly refuſed, making 
uſe of the ſame arguments Sally 
had done the day before; and aſ- 
ſured her my illneſs was much 
abated. She was at laſt prevailed 
on to give up the point. I re- 
queſted ſne would not put herſelf 
to ſo much pain, by coming to my 
apartment, but to no effect; ſhe 
Liſited me every day during my 
confinement, in ſpite of oy re- 
| eee to the rao; 
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twelfth day, to ſave my good-na- 
tured aunt from the pain it una- 
voidably gave her to be removed. 
J recovered daily, both health and 
ſpirits. Sally received a letter from 

, | the 
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the nurſe, giving an account of the 
health of the child, which intelli- 
gence contributed to mine; and 1 
looked forward with pleaſure, to 
the time when I ſhould preſent her 
to a fond father. But, alas ! that 
day never arrived; and 1 cruelly 
deprived him and myſelf of the 
happineſs of acknowledging a de- 
_— ap n 


1 no Beger objeted to my 
aunt's receiving company, on her 
urging it as neceſſary to diſpel a 
lowneſs of ſpirits which uſually 
attends ſickneſs. There were ſe- 
veral genteel families invited, a- 
mongſt whom T ſpent my time as 
agreeably ' 2s my frame of mind 
would admit of. Thoſe whom we | 
were moſt” intimate with, were a 

. Mr. 
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Mr. Manly and his ſiſter. 

former poſſeſſed an eſtate of — 
hundred a year, and was univer- 
ſally beloved hy all ranks of peo- 
ple, for his many very amiable 
qualities. Shortly after we be- 
came acquainted, he declared him- 
ſelf my lover. I. ſoon put him 
out of ſuſpenſe, by declaring my 
affections were unalterably en- 
gaged. This ſeemed to affect 
him ; he begged I would honour 
him with a place in my eſleem. 
That, 1 aſſurcd him, he was in 
full poſſeſſion of: He thanked 
me, and ſaid he would endeavour 
to merit a continuance of it, by 
never again mentioning à ſubject 
that muſt be diſagreeable to me. 
He kept his word, tho" I am well 
e he never. altered his firſt 


ſenti- 


3 
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ſentiments . concerning me. Miss 
Manly was a lovely antiable girl, 
rather of a penſive turn, which was 
owing to a diſappointment ſhe 


met with early in life. She had 


been contracted to a young gen- 
tleman, and the time. fixed for the 
celebration of their nuptials, when 
he was ſeized with a violent fever, 
which carried him , off in eight 
days. Iiir mri ar | 


ie ö 1 een 


25 Her grief, was exceſſive fa pn. 


death af her lover. Their affectious 


havipg been mutual from child- 
hood, ſhe made a promiſe never 


to enter into the marriage ſtate; 


which, tho! univerſally known, 
did not hinder her from being. ſo- 
ligiteg by, ſeveral men of fortune 
women's vews being generally held 
hub | b 
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light on ſuch occaſions ; ſhe, how- 


ever adhered: ſtrictly to her teſolu - 
tion, and rejected all her fuitors. 


I was extremely happy m the 
friendſhip of this young lady, and 
paſſed my time very agreeably, be- 
coming every day more pleaſed 
- with my ſituation, when I received 
a letter from the earl, inform- 
ing me, that my mother was 
taken dangerouſly ill. I propoſed 
to ſet out immediately, being 
greatly afflicted at the intelligence 
I had received. My aunt ſeemed 
more concerned at parting with 
me, than for the event which oc- 
caſioned it; ſhe feared if my mo- 
ther died, ſhe ſhould never ſee me 
again. I affured her I would viſit 
her next year, and write — 
FIR during 
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during the interval. This affur- 
ance, in ſome degree, conſoled 
her ; and telling me the perform- 
ance of my promiſe was the only 
thing that could render my abſence 
ſupportable, embraced me with af- 
fection, and bid me adieu, with 
eyes ſwimming in tears. I was 
much affected with her kindneſs, 
and ſet forward for London W a 
heavy heart. 
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I. ET TER XVIII. 


IN CONTINUATEON, 


On my arrival in town I 
flow directly to my mother's apart- 
ment, and was agreeably ſurpriſed 
at. finding_her much. better than I 
had reaſon to expect from the pur- 
port of my father's letter. After 
ſtaying with her ſome time, I'went 
down to the earl. He advanced 
with open arms to receive me. — 
1 believe my Gertrude forgot ſhe 
had a father faid he, ſtraining me 
in his arms, in her apprehenſions 
of loſing her mother. — I hope the 
period is far diſtant, my lord, an- 
ſwered'I, when I ſhall have reaſon. 
to * the loſs of either of my 

parents. 
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parents. The counteſs, at prefent, 
Itruſt, diſcovers no ae are fyrmp- 
tomg- IJ hope hot; he replyed ; 
but at firſt her diſorder ſeemed dan- 
gerous, and alarmed me extremely. 
FE wrote for you inſtantly, and I 
hope, however concerned you may 
be for the occaſion, you don't re- 
gret coming to town.—I anſwered 
on the contrary, for tho“ I Hked 
my aunt extremely, I ſhould ſoon 
2 thought of 1 her, derer 


or a ale excuſe. After dinner 
I gave him a particular account of 
every ching that paſſed during my 
reſidence in Wales, ſoppreffing 
only the grand affair which was the 


| ſeemed Altai pleaſed with her 


good= 


_ cauſe of my journey there. He | 
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good-nature, and faid he would ac- 
company me the next time I paid 
her a viſit; we then went up to 
my mapthier? s apartment and drank 
tea there. She continued in an un- 
certain ſtate of health for three 
weeks, and at the end of that time 
underwent . ſuch. a conſiderable 
change for the worſe, that the phy- 
ſicians deſpaired of her life. 1 was 
ſhocked, and grieved at their fatal 

prognoſtication, and wept inceſ- 


- ſantly. My father endeavoured as 


much as was in his power to com- 
fort me, tho“ he ſtood in as much 
need of conſolation himſelf. My 
mother ſlept continually for two 
days; on the morning of the third 

ſhe deſired me to ſend down to the 
carl. He came, and we both 

kneeled by her ra ſhe took 


leave 


— 
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leave of us both ina moſt pathetic 
manner, and then begged of us to 
retire. I entreated leave to ſtay, 
but: he pointed to the earl, ſigni· 
fying that he required my atten- 
dance. We left the room, and in 
about half an hour word was brought 
that ſhe was departed. Tas then 
I ſtood, in need of fortitude, not 
only to bear up againſt my own. 
ſorrow, but to ſupport the ſpirits 
of my father, whoſe grief knew no 
bounds. | Whilſt/: there was, the 
leaſt glimmering, he ſtifled his emo- 
tions, but when there was! no fear 
of diſturbing his beloved partner 
with his complaints, they broke 
out with redoubled violence. Some 
days after her interment I perſuaded 
him ta accompany; me to Windſor, 
as. I nen the change of ſcene 
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would divert his thoughts from 
what they conſtantly dwelt on. 
Thee firſt violence of his grief abated 
by degrees and then gave place to a 


ended — which never 
We received 
Nuere From! ran brother and Mr. 
Haſtings; in auſwer to theſe that 
gave an acbount of : my!'imother's 
death, hey were then 14s he to 
"_ for Italy. + 04 nd % 
On i PIrt cove us 15 „n. 
9! We veturnvd cog immedi- 
ately after the receipt of Thoſe let -· 
ters, and ſoon after ſetoff for my 
fathet's ſeat in Devonſhire, ' where 
we uſually paſſed the ſurmmerl Be- 
fore Neft town, Sally obrought my 
Llutle: Julia te m Ichad never feen 
ber inte the morning iſhe had been. 
delivered to che worte ſhewabthen 
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near eight months old, and the per- 
fect reſemblance ſhe bore to my 
dear Haſtings endeared her, if poſ- 
fible, ſtill more to me. I would 
have. been happy to have taken her 
with me, but that was impoſſible 
without riſking a diſcovery, which, 
at that time, would have been 
highly improper. 


__ ns Ae LET. 


— 


LETTER XIX. 
IN COTINUA TION. 


Ox our arrival at my fa- 
ther's ſeat,” we received a vaſt num- 
ber of viſiters, more indeed than 
we had been uſed to ; but I thought 
company. the only reſtorative that 
could contribute to my father's re- 
covery from a melancholy that 
ſeemed to weigh down his exiſt- 
ence. Mr. Beynon, after our re- 
turn from Bath, came often to our 
houſe whilſt my brother was there; 

he was received as a friend to the 
family; he called many times after 
my return from Wales, but my 
mother's indiſpoſition prevented me 
| | from 
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from ſeeing him. My father at 
this time received a letter from 
Lord Morton, containing a propoſal 
of marriage between his ſon and me. 
He ſhewed me the letter, and aſked 
me what anſwer he ſhould ſend his 
lordſhip.—I requeſted he would not 
urge me to accept of the addreſſes 
of Mr. Beynon ; -that he was by no 
means agreeable to me, and I never. 
could give him my hand.] will put 
no conſtraint on your inclination, 
anſwered he, but expect you will 
make known your objections to 
him. He ſeemed to be a favourite 
of your's in Bath, what has he done 
ſince to forfeit your good opinion? 
I replied, nothing; that he al - 
ways poflefled my good opinion, 
but nothing more. I could never 
look on him in any view but as a 

91 I 2 friend, 


* 
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friend, nor ever gave him reaſon to 
think I. would, and requeſted he 
would write ſack :an anſwer to 
Lord Morton as would rid me of 
all further jmpartunities.— You 


ſeem determined, Gertrude, ſaid 


my father; but tho' I do not inſiſt 
on your accepting Mr. Beynon, 1 
am by no means ſatisfied with your 
manner of refuſing him, and ima- 
gine you have other reaſons for re- 
jecting him than thoſe you have ex- 
plained to me. I felt the truth of 
this accuſation, and aas exceedingly 
confuſed, but, forcing a ſmile, told 
him, I had given my true reaſon, 


which was that I never did nor ever 


could like him for a huſband. He 
made no auſwer to this, but ſhook 
his head with a diſſatisfied air, and 
retired to anſwer Lord Morton's 
letter. 
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ſetter. He took no more notice of - 

this affair to me, which faved me 

a deal of embarraſſment, as I had 
no way of extricating myſelf ſhould 

he queſtion me, but by uttering 

ſalſe hoods that were repugnant tomy 

nature, and what I never would 

deſcend: to, eould I poſſibly avoid 

it. Lady Frances F. with whom L 
had not been intimate fince her 
marriage, which: took place imme- 
diately after the letter the wrote me, 
ſignifying her intention of accept- 
ing the- Earl of F. at this-period 
ſurpriſec me with a letter, com- 
plaining of my long neglect of her; 
the added, ſhe would be in town in 
January, and hoped I would renew 
an intimacy. which- formerly gave 
her much pleaſure. I anſwered 
her letter immediately; declared” 
13 I was 
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I was wholly at a loſs how to ac- 
count for the long ſilence that ſub. 
ſiſted between us, that a renewal of 
her friendſhip would contribute as 
much to my happineſs as. it could 
poſſibly do to her's; that my fa- 
ther and I intended to be in town 
the fame month ſhe mentioned, 
and I ſhould be happy to ſee her on 
my arrival. Theſe letters were 
equally fincere, as will be ſeen 
hereafter. 6 DOS. 069245 71 


Nothing remarkable happened 
between that time and our arrival in 
town. I received a card from Lady 
Frances the day after I arrived, con- 
taining an invitation to dinner'the 
Thurſday following. She received 
me with open arms, and regretted, 
with ſeeming ſorrow, the long time 

_ we 
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we were eſtranged from each other. 
After dinner ſhe ordered the chil- 
dren to be brought in; the eldeſt 
was a ſweet little girl of three 
years old. I embraced the child, 
and could not help ſighing deeply at 
the recollection of the circumſtance 
which prevented me from acknow- 
ledging myſelf # mother. I had 
by this time loſt ſome of that into- 
lerable pride which was the cauſe - 
of all my future miſery ; but alas} 
not enough to declare my ſituation, 
which if 1 had done at that time, 
would have prevented many of the 
evils I have fince experienced. 1 
aſked. Lady Frances if ſhe had en- 
tirely forgot her friend Haſtings, as 
I thought it ſtrange ſhe never en- 
quired: after him.—She anſwered 
mne had not; that he correſponded 


I 4 with 
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with the duke her father, and by 
that means heard of him often.—I 
owe you many thanks, Lady Ger. 
trude, continued ſhe, for the advice 
you were ſo kind as to ſend me 
concerning him; for by the ac- 
/ counts I have fince heard, he is of 
a very fickle diſpoſition, and con- 
ſequently not calculated to make 
any woman happy.—I anſwered, 
that I had never heard of his liking 
any woman, but the young lady 1 
wrote to her about, that he had 
ſeen. at his uncle's.— Oh! faid ſhe, 
I believe you are quite unacquainted 
with his manoeuvres; have you 
not heard of an Italian lady, who 
came over on a viſit to Mrs. Her- 
bert ?—I ſaw the lady you ſpeak 
of in Bath, anſwered I ; Haſtings 
Vas at that time confined with fick- 
Be neſs ; 
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neſs ; and, I am convinced, never 
faw her, but once that he went to 
the rooms with me after his reco» 
very. Bleſs mel ſaid ſhe, you muſt 
have been greatly deceived; Was it 
not at his deſire, that Lord Leſby 
ſet out ſo early on his travels? —1 
anſwered, no; it was the will of 
the earl. Vou may think ſo, ſaid 
ſhe; but it was Haſtings-contrived 
it with your brother; and it was 
zt their mutual' defire, the earl ſent 
them abroad fo foon. I am ſur- 
priſed you can be fo ignorant of 
circumſtances that were known to 
the. whole town, that his. defign 
was to pay his addreſſes to Vic- 
toria de Liſſurges, who had given 
him ſo much encouragement dur- 
ing her ſtay in Bath. —It is, in- 
deed, ſurpriſmg, replied I, that I 
8 YES is. ſhould 
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ſhould be 1 ignorant of theſe circum- 
ſtances, if they really exiſted ; but 
as this is the firſt I have ever heard 
of them, you muft- excuſe me, if 
I ſuſpe&t you have been mifin+ 
formed.—One of us, my dear Ger- 
trude, anſwered the, ſmiling, is 
certainly; but it matters not 
which, as the affair don't nearly 
concern either of: us. She then 
changed the diſcourſe with an eaſy 
indifference, as tho? ſhe had been 
talking of a: matter of no conſe- 
quence. But this converſation had 
a quite different effect upon me; 
1 felt my head grow light, and 
it was with the greateſt ſtruggle 
and exertion of my ſpirits, I kept 
from fainting —Lady Frances did 
not ſeem to take notice of the diſ- 
order her diſcourſe threw me into; 
| and 


* 
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and, by her inattention, gave me 
time to colle& my ſcattered ſenſes, 
As the converſation became gene- 
ral, I endeavoured to keep up a part 
in it; but a perſon with a ,ſmall 
ſhare of penetration might eaſily 
diſcover the agitation: of my mind. 
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LETTER XX: 


IN CONTINUATION. 
| , * 


I Took my leave early, 
and when 1 got home, related to 
Sally her ladyſhip's converſation. 
She gave no credit to any thing 
Lady Frances aſſerted, and endea- 
voured to eraſe from my mind, the 
impreſſton her diſcourſe had made 
upon it; but in vain, it had ſunk 
too deep. I gave way to the moſt 
violent emotions of grief; and in 
the bitterneſs of my heart, reviled 
Haſtings, myſelf, and the poor lit- 
tle innocent I brought into the 
world. In this manner I paſſed 
the night. Sally ſat weeping by 
until became more calm; ſhe 
| then 
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then repreſented, that Lady Frances 
invented that tale purpoſely to 
make me uneaſy, as ſhe might by 
ſome means have come to the 
knowledge of my rivaling her, and 
took that method of being re- 
venged. I liſtened with eagerneſs 
while ſhe was ſpeaking, and for a - 
moment, a gleam of conſolation 
floated acroſs my mind; but it 
was quickly diſpelled, by recollect- 

' ing her ladyſhip's manner, and: 
that the circumſtances were known 
to the whole - town, Thus con- 
firmed, I charged Sally never to 
n her. lips in his juſtification. 
te durſt not diſobey, and I, for 
ſome ; time, . indulged the moſt 
gloomy reflections, without inter- 
ruption. Eh ite * 


- 
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In about a fortnight after this, 
J received a packet of letters from 
Mr. Haſtings and my brother. 
The former I committed to the 
flames, without reading; thoſe 
from my brother,. almoſt confirmed: 
the eruel news that had deſtroyed 
my peace. He deſcribed the Liſ- 
furges family as extremely ami- 
able;  faid that Haſtings and he 
were then there on a viſit ; that 
the former was ſo great a favou- 
rite with the old baron, that he 
believed he deſigned to beſtow 
Victorio on him. He added, that 
he once hoped to have ſeen his 
merit diſtinguiſhed at home; but 
| you, Gertrude, diſappointed me in 
what was the firſt wiſh of my 


bean; for nothing could give me 


S - egpal 
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equal ſatisfaction to calling hirn 
Gee ö 


ay was rouſed rome bending this 
letter, by a confuſed noiſe below 
ſtairs. I fent Sally to know the 
| cauſe, who returned inſtantly, ex- 
claiming—My lady, the earl is dy- 
ing. I flew down ſtairs, and found 
my father, ſupported by ſeveral of 
the ſervants, juſt recovering from 
a fainting fit.—Good God ! cried 
I, what's the occaſion of this difs 
order? My father pointed to a 
letter that lay on the ground. 1 
took it up, but perceiving Haſt- 
ings's hand, flung it from me in- 
voluntarily. Vou ſee the fatal 
_cauſe, ſaid my father, wringing his 
hands Oh, my ill-fated ſon 1 J 
needed not this ſtroke to ſend me 
quickly | 
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quickly to my graves Ah ! what 
is it I hear? cried I, ſnatching up 
the letter, what other misfortune 
has fate in ftore for me ! I loſt the 
recollection of my; wrongs in my 
fears for my brother ; but! had not 
read four lines, when I fell ſenſe- 
| leis on the floor. When I reco- 
vered, I found myſelf in my own 
room; Sally weeping bitterly by 
my fide. What is the meaning of 
all this grief, {aid I? — Did I not 
receive a letter? - Do the contents 

of it make you weep ?—Be com- 
poſed, good girl; you cannot feel 
as I do, and behold I ſhed not a 
tear. She made no anfwer, but 
ſobbed, as tho her heart was break · 
ing. I pauſed for a few ſeconds, 
when the latter ſcene flaſhing upon 
. I * a violent ſhriek, and 
ſprung 
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ſprung up—O, my father! I ex- 
claimed, have I loſt you tos? and 


K advanced towards the door. Sally 


caught hold of me—Por heaven's 
fake, my lady, ſhe cried, forbear ; 
nor attempt going down in your 
preſent frame of mind. The earl 
is very ill; do not add to his af- 
flliction, by appearing before him in 


this diſorder. Full, full enough 


is his cup. of afflition{—PFull, in- 
deed, cried I, burſting into tears; 
but ſurely mine is run over. —Fa- 


ther! huſband] brother! are all 


loſt to me | Oh, horror! miſery l 


diſtration !—Ah madam, cried 


Sally, do not give way to theſe 


violent emotions; but thank hea- 
ven that your father and huſband 


ſtill live; the latter, I hope, to 
clear W from a falſe inipu- 
tation, 


a» 
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tation. The cart; is lain down to 
reſt ;: be prevailed on, dear lady, to 
do the ſame, that when he awakes, 


you may be fit to offer conſolation, 


inſtead of augmenting his diſtreſs. 
Never more, cried I, ſhall I 


know reſt z but as my father is | 


retired, I fhall not difturb him. 
Where is that fatal letter, that has 
occaſioned this diſorder ?— Surely, 


my lady, you wauld not attempt 


te read it now ?—— Why not? Is 
not my brother, my dear brother 
dead? Does it contain more cruel 
news? If it does, what time fo 


it as the preſent? My Heart's 
already fully charged ; another 


woe will burſt it: thus my mi- 
ſery will end at once! A violent 
guſh of tears, which accompanied 


theſe words, gave a ſmall degree of 


eaſe to my afflicted ſoul. 
LE T- 
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LETTER XI. 
IN CONTINUATION. 
.  Wurn I became ſome- 


what compoſed, I read the letter 
it was from Haſtings. He ſaid 


there was a large party of ladies 


and gentlemen invited to paſs a 
few weeks at the Baron de Liſe 
farges's country ſeat; amongſt 
whom were Lord Leſby and him. 
A few days after their arrival, as 
ſome of the company were walk- 
ing in the garden, they were 

alarmed by ſeveral ſhrieks, in a 
female voice. Lord Leſby was at 
| a good diſtance from the reſt of the 
company, and next the door that 
. ä led 8 
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led to the road; he quitted the 
arm of the lady he was ſupporting. 
in the walk, and flew like light- 
ning, to the place from whence 
the noiſe proceeded. When the 
reſt of the company came tg the 
garden door, they ſaw him about 
forty yards from them, engaged 
in diſcourſe with two gentlemen; 
they were talking earneſtly toge- 
ther; a chaiſe and a young lady 
ſtood a few paces from them. Some 
of the gentlemen were walking lei- 
ſarely up to them, when, in the 
twinkling of an eye, my brother 
and one of the men had their 
{ſwords drawn, and made furious 
paſſes at each other. All the com- 
pany flew towards the place when 
they ſaw this, but not time enough 
to prevent the fatal conſequence ; 
ot for 
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for Lord Leſby had received a 
mortal wound in the ſide, and fell 

| deen as one of the RF er came 


5 


| Haſtings was not a witneſs of 
this ſcene, having ſtaid to-read by 
Victoria, who had been prevented 
from accompanying them by a 
ſlight indiſpoſition. Some of the _ 
ſervants flew into the houſe, ex- 
_ claiming—Lord Leſby was killed. 
On this Haſtings threw down the 
book, and proceeded haſtily into 
the garden; but before he reached 
the gate, a-party of the gentlemen 
entered, bearing Lord Leſby in- 
their arms. The fight almoſt de- 
prived him of his reaſon. He 
flew to his friend, who held out 
his hand, and exclaimed——Oh, 
Haſtings! 
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Haſtings! how vain all human 
purſuits ? one ſhort half hour what 
a change !—He was conveyed to 
the houſe, and phyſicians immedi- 
ately ſent for; who, on the firſt 
took, pronounced his wound mor- 
tal. Too true they prognoſticated, 
for * expired next A hs 


The 1 nb of this ren- 
cContre was a young lady of fortune, 
who lived about a quarter of a mile 
from De Liſſurges's, and was com- 
ing unattended to pav a viſit, when 
ſhe was ſeized by two gentlemen, 
Who inſiſted on her going into the 
Chaiſe. She refuſed ; and, on their 
attempting to force her, ſhe ſhriek- 
ed, which brought my brother to 
her deliverance, who ſoon fell a 
vickun to his e The lady 

THAT was 
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was alſo brought to the houſe, 
and. on her recovery from a ſuc- 
ceſſion of fainting fits, being in- 
formed of Lord Leſby's ſituation, 
was ſeized with a fever and deliri- 
um, and was, at that time, in 
imminent danger. Haſtings con- 
cluded with ſaying, He knew 
not how to return to England;“ 
but exhorted the earl to a patient 
ſubmiſſion to the divine will. Oh! 
what anguiſh did I experience on 
this ſad occaſion! but words are 
too weak to deſcribe my woes. 
How bitterly did I experience 'the 
truth of a line of Shakeſpeare, 


Woes come not ſingly, but in full battalions, 


My father was ſeized with a vio- 
lent fever, the reſult. of the con- 
flict his mind laboured under. 1 

attended 
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attended him conſtantly, and loſt, 
in part, the remembrance of my 
ſorrows, by my unwearied attend- 
ance on him; which proves, I 
think, that the preſent ill oblite- 
rates, for a time, the memory of 
the former ones. 


He continued ill a fortnight, 
before the phyſicians could give 
their certain opinion of him; they 
then pronounced him paſt recovery. 
He ſent for Mr. Pultney, his law- 
yer, and made his will. He be- 
queathed two thouſand a year to 
Haſtings, and ſeveral legacies to 
different people; the eſtate and 
eighty thouſand pounds devolved 
to me. When the buſineſs of the 
will was over, he ſent for me. I 


inſtantly obeyed the ſummons.— 
I have 
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I bave requeſted your preſence, 
my dear Gertrude, ſaid he, to take 
my laſt farewel of you in this 
world. I am hurrying faſt to a 
better. Vou have had ſevere trials, 
arm your mind 


with fortitude, and bear this laſt 


my dear child; 


flroke with firmneſs. Had it 


pleaſed God to permit your bro- 


ther to return in ſafety, I would 
have ſeen you diſpoſed of to my 


ſatisfaction; but heaven has thought 


ft to thwart my purpoſes, by ſnatch- 
ing my fon before me. T recom- 
mend Haſting to you as a worthy 
man, but lay no reſtraint on your 
inchnations. © Thus touching the 
ftrings of my ſorrows, 1 felt an 

unuſual oppreſſion at my heart; I 
ſtrove to ſtifle my ſobs and tears, 


but now they burſt forth in ſpite 


"VOL: . of 


known fiuce 1 Joſt yaur amiable 
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of my endeavours to ſuppreſs them. 


— Dry up your tears, Gertrude, 


ſaid he, and rejoiĩce that he who 


gave you being, and one ſo dear 
to you, is going to be releaſed from 
this world of miſery. I might 
have lingered out a few years 
longer, but for this dad. 'ſtroke:; 
they would have appeared tedious 
to me, for no happineſs have I 


mother. I ſhall preſently join her 
in the kingdom of bleſſed ſpirits, 


where we ſhall never more be fe- 


parated. Here his voice grew 
weak.; he breathed with difficulty; 
1 rung for aſſiſtance, but before any 


one entered he expired. I fainted 


over him, aud on my recovery was 
led out by my attendants. I was 
ſo iuured to affliction, by the time 
| this 
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. this event - happened, that I was 
far leſs affected at it than 1 hould 


have been a few months. be. 4 


My firſt Wen en when began 
to give way to reflection, were, in 


what manner 1 ſhould diſpoſe of 


my daughter; for I was reſolved 
to rid myſelf of every object that 
would remind me of her father. 
I ſent to Mr, Pultney, and ordered 
a ſettlement to be drawn of four 
hundred a year, which I preſented 
Sally with, and defired her to 
prepare to ſet off for France, 
whither I deſigned to ſend her 
and Julia, who was then upwards 
of two years old. She ſeemed 


ſurpriſed, and intreated in the 
ſtrongeſt terms, that I would not 


baniſh my child. She fad, if 1 
X 2 was 


— 1 


904 r 2 v +3} 
was determined to part with her, 
me muſt ſubmit; but begged 1 
would conſider I Was a parent, 
and not at ſo unnaturally. 


4 


* 
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+ LETTER” xxI. 


IN CONTINUATION. - 


. Tur argoments chat Sally 
uſed were all in vain; I was nor 
to be moved by them; and was 
at length ſo angry, that ſhe, fear- 
ing to irritate - me, forbore to ſay 
any more, but filently prepared to 
obey m. 


When every thing was ready for 

ther departure, ſhe aſked me if I 
would not ſee Julia: I refuſed, 
fearing the ſight of her would ſhake 
my reſolution-; deſired her to lodge 
in a private family until Julia was 
ſix years old, and then. go to a 


convent ſome diſtance from Paris, 
Eta K 3 and 


* 4 


es it er bin 


nnd on no account to diſcover to 


whom ſhe was indebted for her 
birth: that on her ſeereſy in this 
laft injunction depended her ſub- 
ſiſtence; for if the ever claimed 
me as a parent, that inſtant would 
I deprive her of a ſettlement the 
ſhould for life enjoy, by complying 
with my deſire. She promiſed to 
perform punctually what I en- 
joined her; and hinted, that I had 
no right to ſuſpect her ſecreſy. 1 
fek the reproach, and gave her a 
fifty pound note, as a compenſation 
for the ſeverity, or injuſtice of my 
ſuſpicions. We then parted with 
mutual grief. She wept bitterly, 
and prayed for my happmeſs; ſaid 
ſhe hoped ſoon to be recalled to be 
witneſs to a happy reconciliation. 
J embraced and bid her adieu, and 

. then 


— *.# 


then: retired: to my room, where 
each ſad'fcehe that had paſſed dur. 
ing the laſt three years preſented 
itſelf to my imagination. Tet: 
was amazement all! how rapidly 
had one difagreeable event ſueceeded 
the other, and how furpriſing that: 
F'did not fink: under the weight of 
ſuch heavy afflictions. I gave Mr. 
Pultney a direction to Mr. Haſt- 
ings, and requeſted he would ac- 
quaint him with my father's death, 

and of the legacy he bequeathed- * 
him.. I told Mr.. Pultney I was- - 
going into Wales, and would keep 
up no correſpondence with any per- 

ſon in London but him; and re- 

queſted when Mr. Haſtings came 
to England, he would not inform 
him where I was, as I could not 
ſupport the ſight of a perſon who 

'K 4 left 
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4 


” "wy 
* 
Sa. © N 
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* left it with my deat brother; and 


alſo to forward any letters to me 
Tat came to his e 


. has * being ns. ſettled, 


| I ſet off for my aunt's, reſolving to 


finiſh my days there; but fate had 
otherwiſe decreed for me. I had 
not then performed above half my 
part on the great ſtage ; it was de- 


creed I ſhould have Max. other 
trying ſcenes to act. 
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LETTER XXII. 


IN CONTINUATION, 


7 WAs received: by my 


aunt, as I expected, with the ſtrong- 
eſt expreſſions of joy. I took my 
old apartments, which were greatly, 
improved; my aunt imagining 1 


would perform my promiſe, had *; 


got them painted, and ſeveral im- 
provements made thro? the houſe 
in, my abſence. Here I paſſed my 
time in ds gloomy a manner as I 
could wiſh. There was, as Caliſta 
reer it, 


"Room fo meditaion, even to madneſs, | 
5 


Sdrhe time."afier my i 3 
received a letter from Mr. Pultney, | 
Ks 


„ 
© * 
| 


* 
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acquainting me, that he had re- 
ceived one from Mr. Haſtings, 
wherein he informed him of his 
intention of coming to England; he 
alſo incloſed two others that my 
ſervant had left at his houſe to be 
: forwarded to me. One was from 
M r. Haſtings, which met the fate 
of the preceding ones. Perhaps, 
thought I, if he is not already 
married to Victoria, tho' he de- 
ſpiſes me as daughter to the earl 
of M—, he may think the heireſs 
of his eſtate worthy of his atten- 
tion, and be tempted to play his 
favourite miſtreſs falſe. J antici- 
pated with pleaſure, the mortifi- 
cation it would give him, to be 
refuſed admittance when he ar- 
rived; for I was firmly 0 
not to ſee him. 


1 bad 


THE RECLUSH 211 


I had not long to wait for an 
opportunity of putting my reſolu- 
tion in practice, for he arrived in 
England three weeks after I re- 
ceived Mr. Pultney's letter. I had 
this news: by another epiſtle from 


that-gentlentan, who alſo informed 
me of Mr. Haſtings's intention of 


coming into Wales; but aſſured me 
on his honour, he was not informed 
of the place of my reſidence by 
him. I had now to prepare my 
aunt for his reception, which 1 did 
by warning her not to be decaved 


by his ſpecious appearance; aſſured 
her his interior was a direct con- 


tradiction to his exterior, he being 
the moſt deceitful of men; and 1 


had reaſon to think, it was by fol: 


lowing his lead my brother was 
ms 6. « i. lth 


This 


4s 


« 


$12 THE-RECLUSE:; 


This was ſufficient to prejudice 
the old lady againſt him, be his ap- 
pearance ever ſo intereſting. About 
four days afterwards I was at Mr. 
' Manly's ; as I ſtood up after din- 
ner, I ſaw the ſervant that went 
abroad with Haſtings and my bro- 
ther, ride by 4n full gallop. Good 
God! what were my emotions; 1 
gave a violent ſcream, and fainted. 
The company were much ſurpriſed 
at this event, and eagerly enquired, 
when I recovered, what bad fright- 
ened me. I evaded this queſtion, 
by ſaying I was ſubject to faint- 


ings; and, as I found myſelf unfit 
for company, requeſted to go home. 
After a few intreaties, I was per- 


mitted. Mr. Manly would not 
permit me to go alone, and in- 
1 on accompanying me. I 
9 made 
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made no objection; and after he 
ſaw me into the houſe, he returned. 
I went dire&ly to my aunt's room. 
She was alarmed at my entrance, 
as the paleneſs which overſpread 
my face ſhocked her. She enquir. - 
ed, eagerly, what was the matter, 
I told her I had been taken ill; 
but was then perfectly recovered, 
and begged of her not to be alarm- 
ed. After ſome anxious enquiries 
concerning the nature of my ill. 
neſs, ſne proceeded to inform me 
of Mr. Haſtings's viſit. I had” 
need of all my prejudice, ſaid/the, 
to prevent my being intereſted in 
his favour. He firſt enquired: for . 
you, and, on being told you were 
from home, ſent to requeſt a few 
moments converſation with me. 
On his being ſhewn into my room, 


* 
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he apologized; for the liberty he 
had taken; informed me who he 
was, and ſaid he had unhappily, he 
"knew not how, offended -- Lady 
| Gertrude; requeſted I would inter- 
cede with you to grant him an in- 
terview, when he hoped to con- 
vince you, that whatever prejudice 
you had conceived againſt him was 
without cauſe. He declared | alſo, 
that if he was not ſucceſsful in his 
application, he would bid 2 final 
adieu to his native country, and 
you ſhould no more be troubled 
with his preſence. or intreaties. I 
told him, continued ſhe, that your 
; poſitive orders were, he ſhould not 
be admitted, but, if on your re- 
turn I could prevail on you to ſee 
him, he ſhould receive a card next 


morning, to requeſt his preſence. 
= 33 


* 
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He returned me thanks in the moſt = 
polite terms, and took his leave. 
Upon my word, niece, added ſhe, 
I think you extremely wrong in 
refuſing to hear what he has to 2 
ſay in his juſtification. Tho? 1 "i 
am not acquainted with the nature 
of - his offence, I imagine it not to 
be ſo heinous as to deſerve being 
totally excluded from à right of 
having his defence liſtened to.—I 
ſee, madam, ſaid I, he has had 
art enough to impoſe on you. He 
is ſuch an adept in diſſimulation; · 
that he might deceive even me, 
eould I be perſuaded to liſten to 
him, tho' I have had fufficient 
proofs of his unworthineſs, It is 
for this reaſon I refuſe ſeeing him, 
leſt I ſhould not be proof againſt 
on. too prevailing eloquence. — 


Well, 


. * 


** 
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Well, child, replied: my aunt, - I 
ſeek not to know your: reaſon for 
this ſeeming ſeverity ; J have per- 
formed my promiſe, and now leave 
you to act as you think proper. — 
Then I will not keep him in ſuſ- 
penſe till to-morrow, anſwered I, 
but inform him now your intrea- 
ties were fruitleſs; for nothing on 
earth ſhall ſhake the reſolution 1 
_ formed, never to ſee him 

Having declared this, I in- 
N. diſpatched a note to the 
ſame purpoſe to the inn. The ſer- 
vant told me on his return, that the 
gentleman mounted his horſe im- 
mediately, and ſet forward for Lon- 


THE RECLUSE., 217 


LETTER XXIV. 
wm CONTINUATION. 


„ 1 EXPERIENCED none 
of the pleaſures J expected to feel 
at his mortification. My mind was 
in continual agitation 5 and, tho” I 
refuſed to ſee him with ſo much. 
haughtineſs, I felt an additional 
weight on my ſpirits when J 
heard he was gone. But alas! | 
bow trivial were all my ſufferings, . 
compared to the pangs I experi- 
enced oh a confirmation of his 
departure for ever, which I received 
in a letter from Mr. Pultney a 
fortnight after. The deſcription is 
too much for my brain—it almoſt 
burſts with the recollection.— It 


11 rTxx Nel E. i 
was now, for the firſt time, ſince 
the intelligence I received from 
Lady Frances, that I thought it 
poſſible he might be innocent. I 
ealled to- mind his former tender- 
neſs his letter at the time I re- 
ceived this eruel intelligence, 
breathed nothing elſe his behavi- 
our at my aunt?s—his mildneſs and 
ſubmiſſion, all together ruſhed up- 
on me, and nearly drove me to 
diſtraction. I execrated myſelf for 
my cruelty: to the moſt amiable of 
men; for in that light I now con- 
ſidered him, and: condemned my- 
felf for wantonly deſtroying. his 
letters, which might have con- 
nenn innocence. ! 558 


Wretch! 3 1 3 
&, thou doomed: thyſelf. ta per- 
"7 _— 
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petual miſery ; he is now gone to- 


make happy an amiable woman, 
who deſerves that tenderneſs he 


would have laviſhed on thee, but 


for thy unconquerable obſtinacy, 
which daſhed from thy hand the 
cup of happineſs which was offered 
to thy acceptance] In this man- 


ner did I rave perpetually z not 


would admit of conſolation. 


— 


1924 paſſed two years in all the ex - | 


travagance of grief, without one 
ray of comfort. 
Manly, the only peòple whoſe con- 
verſation gave me ſatisfaction, were 
during that time, totally excluded. 


I ſaw not a face, except my 


aunt's, and the ſervants that at- 
My aunt was ins 
tirely confined to her bed, ſhe be» 
boa 13 - ing 
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ing exceeding old, and not able to 
bear a removal; therefore was ill 
calculated for a comforter, herſelf 
ſtanding in as much need of one, 
from the pain of her body, as 1 
did from the agitation of my mind. 


She, however, intreated me with 


ſo much earneſtneſs one day, to 
ſend an invitation to Miſs Manly, 
but without a hope of its being 
accepted, by reaſon of my long 
negle& of her. But how: much 
was I deceived'in my opinion oß 
this amiable girl.—She flew on the 
wings of. friendſhip, and was in my 
apartments. I. thought the ſer- 
vant; had not time to: get to hey 
houſe.——I have obeyed your 
ſummons, dear Gertrude, ſaid 
ſhe, embracing me, the moment 
I received it; . tell. me, my dear, 
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che reaſon of this long ſecluſion 
from your friends; I impatiently 

long to be made acquainted with 
your griefs; and believe me, you 

have not one I will not W 

* if not aleviate. 


1 burſt into tears at "theſe ex- 
preſſions of kindneſs. It was long 
fince I had heard the ſoothing voice 
of friendſhip.—You ſhall know 
all, my dear Emily, ſaid I, re- 
turning her embrace-; but J fear 
the - recital will rob me of your: - --? 
eſteem. - When you are aequaint- 
ed with my follies and inconſiſten- 
cies, you'H no longer think me 

worthy of your friendſhip— Ah ! 
forbear to harbour ſuch a ſuſpicion, 
the replied, but unboſom your 
: 225 freely; it will give eaſe to 

: . Jour | 
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your heart, which 1 ſee is over- 
Charged with anguiſh. She endea- 
woured to ſooth me in the kindeſt 
terms; nor were her friendly inten- 
tions unſucceſsful. I collected my 
5 ſpirits f in the beſt manner 1 could, 
in order to comply with her in- 
Treaties, and related every thing 
particular that paſſed from the 
time Mr. Haſtings was introduced - 
into our family. She was amazed, 
at ſome parts of my ſtory, but pare 


_. ticularly at the private and unack 


countable manger of my marriage, 
and told me Wo, but in the moſt 
gentle and friendly terms,—TI-an- 
ſwered, that I was aſhamed” of 
marrying a perſon I then thought 
ſo much beneath me; but that I 
ſoon altered my opinion, and Jong= 
ed * for his return to 
England, 


* % 
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England, hs it would have been 
.my_ higheſt pride to ackeowledge 
im for my huſband. Such, 1 
told her, were my, ſentiments, 
when 1 received the cruel fintellis 
gence from Lady Frances, which 
unhinged my very ſoul. 1 thought 
he wiſhed to cancel the engage- 
ment between us, which he could 
readily do, on account of the very 
ah Private manner it was conducted in, 
rhat he took advantage of my pride, 
"hich he knew would not ſuffer 
me to claim a perſon who no 
Jonger thought me warthy of his 
attention. This thought took 
poſſeſſion of me, and drove everx 


favourable ſentiment I entertained 
-of him from my mand. 
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It was not until he bid a final 
ny to England T though i it poſ= 
fible 1 might de deceived, and 
eondemned myſelf for burning his 
letters, and refuſing to ſee him- 
When he begged ſo earneſtly | for 
an interview. . 


* 


I cannot wholly excuſe you, 
aufivered the; you acted treach- 
erouſly by Lady Frances; and it is 
from that circumſtance you may 
date the misfortunes you have ſinc- 

experienced. She being miſtreſs \ 


more cunning than you were aw. e 


of, faw into the deſign of 70 2 
letter, and, by acquainting he lf 
with your tranfactions, took a pro- 
per opportunity of being revenged. 
You cannot now recal what 1s paſt ; 
therefore throw aſide this 1:i:nvail- 


ing 
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ing melancholy; return to the 
world, and do not give her leave 


to enjoy her triumph: - Haſtings, 


may yet be recalled.— Oh, never! 
never! I exclaimed, interrupting 


her; I will never ſue to be recon- 
ciled to him; he muſt, he does 
deſpiſe me; I have rendered myſelf 
unworthy of his love by my unjuſt 

ſuſpicions, and would retire to the 
fartheſt part of the earth, ſooner. 
than meet his reproaches.—I don't 


"think you have much reaſon to 
1080 5prehend them, ſhe replied ; but 


1900 


bs 7 What I adviſe at preſent is, 


hat you go immediately. to Lon- 
Koa and, by your behaviour, con- 
vince Lady Frances ſhe has miſſed 


her ain in mortifying you. I ob- 
jeck "to leaving my aunt in her 
WW B-<- pre- 


© A 


we'll difcuſs that point another 
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preſent ſtate of health. She an- 
ſwered, that a few months would 

be ſufficient for me to continue in 
town, and it was neceſſary for me 
to partake of ſome of the amuſe- 

ments it afforded, to diſpel, if poſ-: 
ſible, part of that melancholy which 

had taken ſuch entire poſſeſſion of 

me. She made uſe of ſo many argu- 
ments, that I at length conſented, 
provided ſhe would accompany me, 
to which ſhe readily agreed. 
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